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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 230

pne, and read prayers,

QUESTION—STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE.
Mr. MUNSIE (for Mr.
the I'remier: 1, Tn view of the fact that cun-
siderable auxiety exists with vegurd to the
future poliey respecting the State Shipping
Service, doe: he intend to make an announce-
ment as to his policy? 2, If so, when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, If anr
when a change of poliey is determined upon.

Willeovk) askeid

QUESTON—CGOTTON CROPS, DERBY.

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premicer: 1, Is
he awar: that telegrams were reccived on
Tursday eomplaining thal straying ecattle are
destroying the young cotton erops at Derhy? 2,
Will he take immedinte action to have the
trerpassing eattle destroyed, or, failing that,
erect a ring fence at once, utilising all the
scttlement and- other available labour in the
dirtrivt to prevent the loss of this season’s
crop?

The PREMIER replied: 1, A telegram has
bren received by the North-West Department.
from the officer in c¢harge of the Cotton
Group Settlement, Terby, to the effect that
Mersrs. Thurkle and Foley have complained
that straving eattle have trampled in their
eotton. The matter has also becen reported to
the North-West Department by Mr. Shaw.
2, The fencing of craps forins portion of the
work to be earried out by the Group Settle-
ment, and fencing wire was sapplied in the
first in-tanee for the purpnse. The officer in
charge will see that what is necessary in this
respect is done. The erectinn of a ring fenee
is impractieable. Tt is in the interects of set-
tlers ontside the Group S:ttlement that they
undertake the fencing of their own crops. The
Department has warned intending settlers that
straying eattle were on this area.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—TJTANDARKUT ROAD DOARD.

Mr. MUNSIE (for Mr. MeCallum) asked
the Minirter for Works: What were the
costy of administering rhe Jandaket road
hoard area by the ecommissioner appointed by
the Minister as compared with the last term
cf the road board nunder the following head-

ings:—(a) Office rent and expenses; {b)
Salaries, wages, and honoravia; (¢) Travel-
ling  expenses; (d) Other administration
costaf

The MINISTER FOR WOLKS replied :
The difference between the hoard's adminis-
tration anl the administration of the Com-
migsioner is n saving to the ratepayers of £27
24. 3d. 1 lay the papers, containing the de-
tails, on the Table,

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENTS,
VITICULTURE.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN (for Mr. A. Thomson)
asked the Premier: In view of the statement
made by him in this House on 3rd August,
1922, ‘‘that he proposed to inerease vine
production by putting in straight away 10,000
acres of vines,’’ and taking inte considera-
tion his reply of Tuesday, ‘‘that his cxperts
had been seeking land suitable for viticul-
ture,’’ a period of five months having elapsed
gince his announcement of B8rd August—I1,
Will he state if it i3 his intention to establith
group settlements for vitievlture? 2, If so,
at what date may persons who arc desirous
of joining vitienltural groups cxpect to com-
menece, and will he announce the conditions?
3, Ts he aware that quite a number of persons
in and out of the State, with eapital, are
anxiovs for the establishment of vitieultural
groupa?

The PREMIER replied:
few weeks, 3, No.

1, Yeg, 2, Tn a

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROTECT,
RKONDINTN-NEWDEGATE.

Mr. JOANSTON asked the Premier: 1,
Is it the intention of the Government during
the present session to introduee a Bill for
the comstruction of a railway from Kondinin
to Newdegate through the Fast Jilakin areas
in accordance with the reeommendation of
the Railway Advisory Beard dated 13th
November, 10227 2 If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, A Bill
will be introedunerd next session,

QUESTION. -RATT,WAY CONSTRUCTION,
DWARDA-NARROGTN,

AMr. HICKMOTT asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How many miles of clearine has
been done on the Dwarda-Narrogin railway?
2, Was the work done by contrart or day
labour? 3, What was the total cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Six miles. 2, Day labour. 3, £591.
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QUI“STIO\’—”\'EWDEGATE SETTLE-
' MENT.

My, HICKMOTT asked tbe Premier: 1,
What is the total charge to the seleetor per
acre of the clearing done at Newdegate? 2,
‘Was the price paid a flai rate irrespective of
the conditions? 3, Is therc any water avail-
able at present for the men going on the
land?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The charge per
acre has not yet been fixed. 2, Yes. 3, An
ample aupply of water is available.

QUESTION—TRAMWAY EMPLOYEES,
CAPS.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Mines:
1, Has an arrangement been made with a firm
in the Eastern States for supply of eaps for
the tramway employees? 2, Were loeal firms
given an opportunity of quoting for such
supply?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
No. 2, Yes,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On metion by Mr. Mullany, leave of ab-
gsence for three weeks pgranted to Mr. J,
MaeCallum Bmith (North Perth) on the
ground of urgent private business.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [2.42]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable the
Appropriation Bill to be introduced with-
out notice and the General Loan and In-
seribed Stock Act Amendment Bill, the
Loan Bill and the Appropriation Bill to be
passed through all their stages in onc day.
Mr, SPEAEER: It will be necessary for

an absolute majority of the House to pass
this motion. There i3 an ahsolute majority
of members pregent and if there is no dis-
senting voice when I put the question, I shall
not divide the Homse.

Question put and pasgsed,

BILL — GENERAL LOAN AXD IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Introduced by the Premier and read a first
time.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with the Bill.
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Second Reading,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [2.45] in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill to fix the rate
at which money may be borrowed. For
yvears it wag fixed at four per cent. but gradu-
ally rose to higher amounts. The Treasurer is
permitted to pay discount and can pay any
diseonnt he pleases, but the value of the
moncy is fixed for him and he has to raise
it at that price. Money to-day costs a little
over five per cent. I hope if will become
cheaper soon, but one mever knows. I am,
therefore, asking the House to agree to a
rate not exceeding six per eent. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, cte,

Bill passed throngh Commitiee without
dehate, reported without ameudment and the
report adopted.

Reard a third time and trunsmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LOAN, £3,850,000.
All Stages.

Tntreduced by the Premier and read a
first time,

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation in eonnec-
tion with the Bill.

Seeond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitehell
-—Northam) [2.52] in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill to authorise the
raising of money, if necessary, to be spent
on works alrea{]) sanctioned by this Assem-
bly during the last few days. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

Tn Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.

Schedute:

Afr. MUNSIE: How much of the anthor-
ised construction of the Esperance line will
be covered by the expenditure of £100,000
set down in the schedule?

The PREMIER: A considerable poriion
of the line has already been built. We ex-
pect to be on the edge of the settlement,
about 40 miles out, in March. This sum
should very nearly complete the line.

the Premier in
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Mr. Mungie: Do yon anticipate spending
it this year?

The PREMIER: Yes, but I do not know
that we shall do so.

Mr. ANGELO: With reference to the item
‘‘urgent minor works throughout the North-
West, £10,000,’° how long will it take to
spend this munlﬁcent sum?Y

The PREMIER: This gives authority to
raise only that sum, and has nothing to do
with the other amounts set apart elsewhere
for expenditure in that part of the State.

Schedule put and passed.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third thme and transmitted to the
Council,

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
All Stages,

Tutrodueed Dby the Premicr and read a
first time.
Message.
Message from the Governor received and
read reeommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the Biil,

Serond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—XNoritham} [2.58] in moving the seconid
reading said: This is the wnsnal Bill for the
appropriation of money to meet the expendi-
ture c¢overed by the Estimates whieh have
already heen passed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
1471 read a second time.

In Cammittec.

the Chair; the Premier in
e arge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.
Svhedule A:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I observe that the
amount of Advance to Treasurer is fixed at
£300,000.

The PREMIER: T will explain that. The
reason is the work bheing done at the
Vietoria (uay, Fremantle, whieh is to cost
£135,000, and will he spread over five years.

Han, W. C. Angwin: That is the renewal
of the quay?

The PREMIER: Yes, Wr are taking fhe
money out of the revenuc bit bv hit, as is
uscal in such cares.

Hon. 'W. (. ANGWIN: Undoubuiedlv the
wark warts decing, becange the s{ruecture iy
fa’ling  down, However, na additienal
amouri of abont £330.000 wi'l ha required,
T have heard from the officers that the
Piomicr vume time ago raised strong oblec-
tir1t Lo advances for this wo-g

The Premier: Never in my life !

Troae Il
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Hon. members will
recollert that the Labour Government
started the State Shipping Service out of
the Treasurer’s Advance, That represented
a legal authority. Parliament objecte:],
however, on the ‘ground that the money
shonld be appropriated by Parlinment. The
Treasurer’'s Advance gives the Premier
pewer to embark on large works, because he
can use the amount for any purpose he
degires, The vote i8 cue which ealls for
sonie serutinising. There is no opportunity
of dealing with it when we have the Esti-
mates befere ug, I hope the Premier will
not continue to pile up the amount of the
Treasurer’s Allvance. Formerly it was
£250.400. In the Wilson Government’s last
year of office, 1911, it was raised to £400,000.
Now we are asked to provide £500,000. If
there i8 a change of Government, we will
make good nse of the advance.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedule B

Mr. UNXDERWOOD: This Appropriation
Bill ia for an amount of £4,794,117, of which
the Minister for the North-West gets £26,401,
The North-West is a very big country. It is
the country on which the Minister for the
North-West lectures so eloguently, with the
aid of & magie lantern—a country of magni-
ficent distances and of marvellous latent | po-
tentizlitics, I would ask hon. members to
vonsider well whether they ean spare the
£26,600. Tf they cannot spare it, they must
not girve it to the North-West., Of the total
of approximutely five millions sterling the
Minister for Education gets £559,533, Then
the Minister for Justice gefs £78,528, or three
times as much a3 is allocated to the de-
velopment of the great country of magnificent
distances and latent potentialities, Praetie-
ally the whole of the expenditure in this Bill
is centred on the country around the Lecuwin,
The Minister who las adopted the North-
West gets £26,000 out of five millions.

The Minister for Miner: XNo; that is quite
wrong.

The Premier:
other vote.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, in the same pro-
portion,

The Minister for Mines: What about the
State Shipping Service?

Mr. Johnston: What about cotton plant-
ingt

Mr. UXDERWOOD: Since we of the
North have been adopted, we are being
treated like any other adopted child; we are
getting a pretty rough spin.

Mr. ANGELO: There is a well known
quotation that ‘‘hope deferred maketh the
heart sick.’’ Year after year North-West-
ermn members are confronted with what we
see in this Appropriation Bill—£26,000 for
the North-West out of a total expenditure of
four or five millions.

The Minister for Mines: That ia abso-
lutely incorrect, and you ouoht not to make
such a statement.

Mr. ANGELQ: How ia it incorrect?

The North-West is in every
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The Minister for Mincs: Becanse that
amount of £26,000 merely covers the depart-
ment definitely controlled by the Minister for
the North-West.

Mr, ANGELO: Exactly; but that Min-
ister i3 gradually absorbing all the other de-
partments.

The Minister for Mines: The loss on the
State Shipping Service alone is more than the
anount you mentioned.

Mr, ANGELO: The Minister told us the
other day that the loss was liring covered.

The Premier: Do not let us quarrel

Mr. ANGELO: The people of the North,
and also the people who are desirous of de-
velgping the North, arc getting sick of the
constant putting off and putting off, while
such huge suma are spent in other parts of
the State. In Western Australia's present po-
sition it is essential that moncy spent in de-
velopment should bring quick produection and
quick retnrns. T contend that in the North-
West such expenditure will bring quicker pro-
duction and quicker returng than some of the
money which has been speut in the South. As
usual, the Premier pretends to be erous, the
Minister for Mines laughs and jeers, and the
Minister for Agriculture sympathises. That
is all we get out of it. [n the North-West
the Government have a magnificent aseet, a
huge provinee whieh will vay to develop. [f
they want to continue to lave that provinee
attached to Western Australin, they will have
to look sharp about developing it. The news-
papers in the North are nll advoeating sc-
paration from Western Auvstralia.

Mr. Money: Have you pgot newspapers up
there?

Mr. ANGEL(); Yes, newspapers with more
news and befter reading than some of the
journals published in the Scuth-West. Tle
peojde of the North are thinking very scri-
outly whether it would not pay them if the
North-West were separated from the South of
this State, From to-day’s newspapers T learn
that probably the next Prime Minister of Ans.
tralia will be a gentleman who is onc of the
strongest advocates of smaller States. That
gentleman has visited the North-West. If he
is not Prime Minigter soon, he will eertainly
hold an important portfolio in the next
Federal Govarnment.

The Minister for Mines:
to adopt the North-West?

Mr. ANGELO: Tt may be news to the
Minister for Mines that Dr. Earle Page has
vigited the North-West within the last 13
months. He has met the lenders of opinion
there, and has inquired into the eircumstances
of the government of the North-West. He
strongly urged the people to apply for a sepa-
rate State. If our Premier woufd make him-
self acquainted with the North-West and
with the opinions of the people there, and it
he would read the Press of the North-West—
I do not suppoze he ever looks at it—he
would find the people of the Worth have got
sick and tired of these comstant promises of
better attention. I trust that futare Fsti-
mates, whether of Loan or of Revenue and
Expenditure, will give evidence of more at-

Ts he, too, going
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tntion to the development of that huge tor-
ritory which it will pay Western Australia
handsomely to develop, which it will certainly
not pay Western Australia to lose by bad
administration and by lack of attantion.

The PREMIER: I can assure the hon,
member that the requirements of the North.
West are receiving very close attention from
the Government. Of course this is not the
time for the hon. member to talk separation;
we eannot discuss that just mow. A great
deal of interest is being shown in the North-
West, and probably it will not he long before
the people up there have oceasion to be
gratified at the activities of the Government.
We realise to the full how valuable is the
North-West to the State.

Mr. MARSHALL: I fully cndorse the
remarks of the member for Gascoyne. Up
to date the North-West has been neglected by
suvcessive Administrations. Of late years the
importance of the North-West has been alto-
gether submerged by that of the South-West.
Obviously, from the defence point of view,
the North-West should be the first to be
devecloped. We all desire to protect Australia
from the possibility of invasion from the
northern races, but nat present army after
army could be landed in the North-West
without any possibility of our stopping them,
at ail cvents not before they wcere firmly
cntrenched. The North-West lacks develop-
ment becanae its most fertile lands are under
the monopolistic dircetion of Elder Smith’s,
Dalgety 's and other big firms, who, with the
anproval of Parliament, have sccured posses-
sion of the land until 1948, Tt is well known
that the Lefroy Government gold the rightful
heritage of the Avstralian-born to land grab-
bers, with the result that all our best lands
along the river fronts, and on the coast, have
been securely locked up. Tf only we could
break down the existing monopely, the North-
West would seon have a full measurr of
development and an assured prosperity. 1
hope the Government will pive immediate
attention to the development of the Nerth-
West, for nothing of greater importance
could be considered by Ministers. We are
devoting a srent denl of time and money to
the South-West, which iz an extromely ex-
pensive proposition. In the North an equal
volume of production could he secured for a
very much smaller expenditure. Tt would be
a much saner poliey if the Government were
to devote attention to the development of
the North-West, after which they enuld with
betten warrant proceed te deal with the
South-West.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: T could not help
being struck by the remarks of the member
for Gascoyne, who has ever been the strongest
of State-righters in this Chamber. In season
and out of season has he urged before hon.
members the need for fair play from the
Federal Government for Western Australia.

Mr. Wilson: Bat he doesn’t mean it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: However, that has
been the hon. member’s attitude right through
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the piece, Apparentiy, when in his own con-
stitnency he advoeates an entirely different
poliey: Tho firet intimation I received of
this was borme in on me' through a tactful
little remark in a leading article in the
‘‘(iascoyno Advocate’’ or ‘‘Banner'’ or
‘*Echo,’’ or whatever the name of the Car-
narven paper may be, Here is am extract
from that article—

Mr. Angelo, member for the district,
who has suffered through the centrali-
sation policy of the southern Parliampata
past and present, realises the necessity for
subdivision, and that it must come sooner
or Jater. FEven some of those opposed to
it owned up that it was inevitable—some
day. But the metropolitan members, as
anc might expeet, were very much against
it. Mr. Walker, speaking against sub-
division, brought in a lot of high-falutin
against squatter kings and their love of
money.

I.need not read any further. The writer of
the article proceeds to give me and the mem-
bher for Sonth Fremantle a rap over the
knueckles for evineing no interest in the North-
West.

The Colonial Secretary: The ‘¢ North-West
Times’’ is a very live ncwspaper.

Hen, W. C. ANGWIN: Of course it is.
Navertheless, no Government ever did more
for the North-West than did the Labour
Government. Even the Government of the
day are promoting some experimental cotton
plots in the North-West with n view, doubt-
less, to carrying the enterprisc further if it
proves suceessful. Of course the North-West
requires developing, just as do other parts of
the State. It is true, as the memher for
Murchison said, that what, most of all, is
going to delay the populating of the North-
West is that Act extending the pastoral
leases till 1948,

Mr. Munsie: It crippled the development
of the North-West all right.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN:, However, it was
agreed to by Parliament. Responsibility for
the wndeveloped state of the North-West is,
to a large extent on the shoulders of thoze
who hokl a monopoly over the land.

Mr. Angelo: But that is only in one dis-
trict. Ask the Premier about the fish.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I know all about
the fish. .

The Premier: There are some sweet fishes
at North-East Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
are well advised in displaying caution ia their
handling of the North-West and insisting
upon experiments being made to prove the
eonditions before they go ahead with any
large expenditure,

Mr. Angelo: They are too eareful.
arc not even experimenting.

Mr. Pickering: How do the bananas grow
up there?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It all depends upen
the percentage of salt in the water. Mr.
Derpeissis’s report showa clearly that there

They
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is sult in tbe water. (‘onsequently it is
necessary to make sure that the water is
gsuitable for irrigation before launching
any big scheme. [ am quite willing
to support a small expenditure wn experi-
mental plots, but I am not prepared to assist
the hon. member in demanding the expendi-
ture of a million and a half upon a weir,

Mr. Angelo: Half a million would do it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope that, next
year, the hon. meniber will be able to show
that something has been douc to demonstrate
that the land 13 as good as he says it is. On
the day hefore I lett for Carnarvon, a man
at Fremantle advised me to inspect a certain
garden at Carnarvon, and to inspeet also Mr.
Burt’s property, Brickhovse, in order that 1
might see what the place was eapable of
producing. Everything around Brickhouse was
most satisfactory. There was an abundanee
of water, und plenty of handa to keep the
relatively small garden in order.  Unfor-
tunatety I was not able to see the other gar-
den, that at Carnarvon, with which my in-
formant at Fremantle had assured me I
would be 8o well pleased. When I asked to
see it T was told that pests had got inte it
and that, in consequence, it was not then in
a fit state to be shown to visitors. The soil
looks all right, but in many instances the
water is salt,

Mr. Angelo:
fresh.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: | made particular
inquiries regarding the water in the river
and I was told that the river at ene time had
not run for five years,

The Minister for Mines: It is ary only
from tlie point of view that there is no water
on the surfacc.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The bed of the
river is bound to be damp bec¢ause the sen
goes up there. I suppese the hon. membet
has in mind the pool which is 30 miles away.
Anyhow, the water diffienlty will have to be
solved. I admit too that this i3 the- only
dangerous part of Western Australia and we
shall have to see that it is populated, We
were so advised by Admiral Jellicoo.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Speaking from the
knowledge I possess I declare that this part
of the State will return a profit on cxpendi-
ture. The pastoralists have praetically no
hold on the ecountry; and that of the hun-
dreda of millions of acres held by pastoralists,
about 20,000) acres only arc frechold.

The Minister for Mines: The land is held
for one purpose only, and that purpose will
not develop the North-West.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: The agreements under
which the land is held provide that the Gov-
ernment may resume at any time for agricul-
tural purposes, or for any public purposes
whatever. Lt has heen stated in one or two
newspapers that the pastoralists are againat
¢lose cultivation, partivularly in regard to cot-
ton. In the electorate I represent there are
ahout 60 stations and I do not think it woulil

The water in the river is
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be possible to fiud more than five, the owners
of which were opposed to close settlement.
The others would be only too pleased to lend
a helping hand tv anybody whose desire it
was to grow cotton. -

The Minister for Mines: Why should they
not?

Mr., UNDERWOOD: If a man is doing
reasonably well from sheep and bullocks,
enpugh in fact to provide him with a solid
income, would he be expeeted to strike out
in other directiona?

Schedule—put and passed.

Schedules C to FP—agreed to.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported and the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a2 third time and transmtted to the
Legislative Couneil.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Land Tax and Income Tax Aect, 1922,
Amendment.

2. Industrial Arbitration Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—WOREERS’ COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [3.42] in moving the second
rending said: It is proposed to bring two
sets of people within the scope of the Work-
ers’ Compensation Aet, the person working
in connmection with the felling, hauling, car-
riage, sawing, or milling of timber for an-
other person who is engaged in the timber
industry, and the person employed at group
settlements. Regarding the former, it is
necessary to amend the Act, alithough the
Solicitor General always contended that such
a person came within the scope of the Aect.
Some time back a iimber hewer was killed
and a claim for compensation was lodged.
The claim was resisted, so eertain was the
Solicitor Genvral on the matter; but when
the ease was taken to the IHigh Court, it was
lost.

Mr. MeCallum:
eover hewing?

The PREMIER: It will cover all timber
workers, either those engaged on piecework
or on wages. The oecupation is perhaps
more dangerous than any other and it is
proposed by the Bill to protect those engaged
in it.  Regarding the people who work in
group settlements, it is proposed to bring
them also under the Aet. It will be realised
that the cost of making a farm is debited
against the owner of the land, and that the
work which is being carried out in heavily
timbered country is no less dangerous than
that to whieh I have already referred. These

Is the Bill supposed to
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men are without any great means; we want
them covered for the protection of themselves
and families, and it is right that we dhould
be protected to an extent, We want them
covered so that, if anything happens te thé
bread-winner, the wife and family will not
lLecome a charge against the State.  These
men will pay for the cover, and it will be a
charge against their holdings. It will be
possible for hon. members to argue that
many other persons shoulid alse be brought
within the operation of the Act. I do not
agree that sueh contentions will be right, but
we want to cover these two sets of people.
The memher for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghien)
has intcrested himself in the question as it
affects the fimber workers, and I have
pointed out to him that we should send the
Bill to another place in itgs present form.
We want to get it through. It is rather Iate
in the seesion, and theugh members may de-
sire to bring othet workers under the Act,
it would be unwise to attempt to make other
additions at this stage. We are more likely
to get the Act amended if we aceept the Bill
in its present form than if attempts are
made to enlarge its scope. I hope the House
will pass the Bill because, by so doing, it
will be only mweting out justice to these two
classes of workers. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. O’Loghlen, d{ebate ad-
journed.

BILIL—HOSPITALS.
Message.

Message from the Governor reeeived and
read reecommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the new clause to stand as Clause
40,

Im Committee.

Resnmed from the previous day. Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial Secretary
in charge of the Bill

Pastponed new Clause 49;

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : An
amendment was moved by the member for
North-East IPremantie, whose object was to
permanently appropriate certain moneys for
the use of hospitals. The text of the pro-
posed new clanse was not quite constitu-
tional. T am advised that there are two
ways by which money ecan be appropriated
from Consolidated Revenue, ome by special
Act approprizting a specified amount, anil
the other by the amnual Appropriation Aet
covering the Kstimates on which the items
are specified. 1 ask leave to withdraw my
proposed new clause with the object of sub-
stituting another which will comply with the
requiremments of the Conatitution,

New clause by leave withdrawn.
The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: I move—

That the Eollowing be inserted to stand
as Clause 40: ‘'There shall be payable to
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the Minister put of the Consolidated Rev-
enwe Fund in every financial year such
sum as Parlianmert wmay a_propriste for
the purpose of this Act, and sueh sum shall
te placed 1o the eredit of the said fund.”’

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The propoesed new
elause is an improvement on the one which the
Minister has withdrawn. [If the previous gne
had been agreed to, it would have providel
for a permanent amount net to exceed
£15,000. T do not think £13,000 will meet
the deficiency, and Parliament should have
an opportunity from time te time to review
the amount to be devoted to hospitals,

Mr. Davies: Should not the amount be
specified? )

Hon, W. C, ANGWIX: That ix impossihle
beeause the requircments vary in different
years.

Mr. DAVIES: Assuming that £15,000
was provided on the Estimates, it would not
he competent for a member to increase it
to £20,000.

The CHAIRMAN: No.

Mr. DAVIER: Then would it not be better
to specify a certain sum?

The Minister for Mines:
that.

New clause put and passed.
Schedale, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with. amendments.

¥You cannot do

BILL—MINERS® PHTHISIS.
Second Reading.

Order of the day read for the resumption
from the - 6th September of the adjourned
dehate on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—Short title:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the or-
dinary course of eveuts, on the passing of
an Act and its assent by the Governor, the
measure would come inte operation immed-
iately. Certain things ave neccssary prelimin-
ary to bringing this measure into operation,
which matters I mentioned when moving the
sccond reading. The main feature ecomprises
the negotiations proceeding between the Fed-
eral and State Governments regarding the
establishment of the necessary wachinery to
enable the examination provided for to take
place. At the moment I cannot say definitely
when that machinery will be available, and
as I do not wish to disturb the existing condi-
tions until we can do something effective,
and as I do not want this matter to drag
over an exteaded period, I have placed on
the Notice Paper an amendment to provide
that the Act ghall come into operation on a
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date to be fixed by proclamation. The objeet
is that the proclamation shall follow immed-
iately we are ready to undertake the obli-
gations in conjunetion with the Federal au-
thorities to make the necesary ezamination.
I move an amendment—

That the following words he added
‘“and shall come into operation on a date
to be fixed by proclamation.’’

My, MUNSIE: I agree with the Minister
that without the amendment, the measure
would come inte operation immediately it re-
eeived the ussont of the Governer. Will the
Minister say when it is likely the necessary
arrangements will be made for the issue of
the proelamation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 am anx-
jous that this Bill should apply at the earliest
possible moment. When it is passed I pro-
poss through the Premier to urge upon the
Faderal authorities immediately to proceed
with the work they have undertaken, but
which has been hung up during the disturb-
ance in the Federal political arena. I under-
stand the Federal authorities are determined
to go on with the work. It would apply at
first only to certain mines on the Kalgoorlie
and DBoulder fields.

Alr. CHESSON: If the Federal authorities
will not act, what will the State d0? Are
the Federal people prepared to take up the
work and make it a Commonwealth ag well as
a State matter?

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES: The Act
will not be a dead letter, The (ommonwealth
Government have alrendy undertaken certain
work in other parts of Australia awd have
hrought into the Commonwealth a specialist
fromn the United States (Dr. Lanza). If they
will proceed with their part of the work we
will go side by side with them. Certain
Imildings and plant have to be provided, but
the plant is not yet obtainable in Australia.
I want the Commonwealth authorities to take
their part in the matter, because they are
as mueh interested in this particular section
of the community as we are.

Mr. MARSHALL: This should be a
national question. We cannot blame the Min-
ister for the delays on the part of the Fed-
eral authorities. I am sure he appreciates the
position, and will keep closely in touch with
them in order to bring about an early relief
of the situation.

Amendment put and passed; the clavse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauges 2 and 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—DMedical examination:

Mr. MUNSIE: There is nothing in this
clause to say how the employee is to leave his
work for medical examination at the bureau.
£ no faecility is afforded to a man to be
cxamined during the ordinary hours of the
dax he must, if he is on day shift, have time
off during working hours, In what way is
the manager of the mine responsible for his
pay?
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Mr. Money: The employer must be reason-
able,

Mr. MUNSBIE: I take it the medical offi-
cers will be Federal officials, and that the
Minister will have no control over them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. Every
aspect of the matter has been considered.
The first essentinl of ecompulsory examina-
tion was to make it a duty for cvery man
to be examined. He must, therefore, comply
with any reasonable request to be in a certain
place at a definite time for that purpose.
[ have discussed this matter with the two
Commonwealth medical officers  concerned.
They proposed to proceed with the work on
the voluntary basis. I also discussed the
matter with the Prime Minister, The Federal
authoritics are of the opinion that if compul-
sion could be brought into the matter it would
be preferable so that no one could evade ex.
amination. I am informed that no one need
be inconvenicneed by such examination. I also
discussed the matter with the Chamber of
Mines and representatives of the unions con-
cerned. It was agreed that a proper roster
could be arranged so that the men ecould be
examined, Iurther, the burean could be kept
open at night when nccesary for the conven-
ience of the men, They would be conanlted
before being instructed to attend. The only
thing necessary to provide was that the men
should not deliberately shirk their responsi-
bilities,

Mr. Marshall: The minc managers will
Mock the examinations if they can. They
do not like being deprived of good miners.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am as-
sured that they are not opposed to the Bill
but recognigse the uecessity for something
heing done, Te-day the mine owner is
under penalty if he
a man  suffering  from
man generally has toe put in a cer-
tifiecate that he is not suffering from
T.B.,, but a casual cxamination sueh as that
will not always reveal the presence of the
disease. So long aa evidence 18 giveu that an
endeavour has bgen made to comply with the
Mines Regulation Aet we do not take action,
What we are doing is to introducc the only
known modern method of determining when
men are snffering from this eomplaint, When
we know that we shall ask thai they shall bo
removed from those portions of the mine
where they are likely to he a menace to men
who are not suffering in that way., When a
man’s lungs are affected by dust lodgment,
he becomes not only more prone to the
gorma of tuberculosis, hut also less able to
throw them off. In the nbsence of tuber-
eulosis, dust Jodgment will only produce short-
windedness. We want to get the man who
is affected with dust lodgment gut of the mine
before he develops tuberculosis, I learn from
the officers directly coneerned that the work
of examination can take place without incon-
venience to either employer or employee. 1f
it should be found necessary to examine a
man within working hours, the employer must
compensate him for the lose of time. As it

T.B. A new

employs underground”
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is mecessary to wmake a condition that the
man shatll comply with a request for examina-
tion, so is it necessary to make a condition
that the employer shall enable the man fo
comply; and this will be tubject to a penalty.
The arrangement will be found to work quite
gimply. It is true that the examining officers
are under the control of the Commonwealth
Government, but 1n conneation with this Bill
they can ounly act as officers of the State
Mines Department. If they should do any-
thing that we econsider detrimental, we can
nt onee tuspend their appointment as State
ofticers. Thus the State will control the po-
sition.

Mr. CHESSON: I o not think the de-
prartment will have any trouble as regards
exaniination of the miners, provided the
miners are compensated for loss of time., 1
hold dcfinite opiniens on miner’s phthisia. It
o miner is found to be suffering from tuber-
culosis, he should eertainly be pulled out of
the mine, becavse he is A menace to the other
miners.  On the other hand, he should cer-
tainly be compensated. I am not now refer-
ring to the man with silicosis, who repregsents
a different proposition. A man may get
‘dusted,’’ and still die of old ape. Bnt
tuberculosis means that & man's time is very
short, since 1o cure is known. If£ tuberculosis
iy known to exist in a mine, the mine should
be elosed pending fumigation, At present we
practically say to 1he miner, **You ean work
in a tuberculous mine, and you ean got
tubereulosis, and then we will pull you out.”’
That state of things shoulld mot be permitted.
Safety of the mine should be insisted upon as
reganls tubereulosis, just as in other respects.
More men have heen seat to the Wooroloo
Sanatorinin from the Great Fingal mine than
from any other mine in this State.

Mr, Willeock: Yes, hundreds,

Mr, CHESSON: Years ago Dr. Blauchard
told me tuberenlogia existed in that mine. Dr.
Mitehell tolit me that one could tell n man
from the Fingal mine by his look. It is be-
lieved that a tuberculous miner who came
from South Africa brought the Jdisease to that
mine. A tuberculous mine should be cloved
nntil it is safe, which question ean he deter-
mined by examination of the dust. A good
deal of fibrosis and silicosis is caused by .bad
ventilation of mines. The law stipulates for
ventilation of mines to carry away fumes.
Moreover, there is a regulation that firing
thall not be done more than once in 24 hours
in a place where many men work, beeause the
smoke and the fumes from firing prepare
the lungs for reception of the germs of tuber-
eulosis.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: I was not here
when this Bill was introduced, and therefore
I hope I may be excused for asking a few
questions regarding the term ‘‘miner’s
phthisis.”’ My impression was that our Mines
Regulation Aet of 1906 and its amendmenta
provided for the exelugion from the mining in-
dustry of workers suffering from tuberculosis.
T understood the Minister to say a few minutes
ago that we had a regulation on that subjeet,
I am unable to find that regulation. I know
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that the Miue Workers' Relief Fund has a
provision in that conneetion, but it is ap-
plicable only to men who are newly entering
the mining industry. The fund has no pro-
vision for exclusion of workers who have been
conneeted with the industry for a number of
years. Under the Acts of 1906 and 1915 the
Governor has power to make regulations for
the exclusion from the mining induostry of per-
sons suffering from pneamovoniosis, tuber-
enlosi¢, or other tran8miasible disease. But
no such regulation has ever been promulgated.
I point this out because I seek information
from the Minister as to the reason for the in-
troduction of this Bill. I have always been
under the impression that ‘‘miner’s phthisis’’
mennt tubereulosis.

Mr. Pickering: No.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: Tf it does not mean
tuber sulosis, what does it mean?

The Minister for Mines: ‘‘Miner’s
phthisia’’ includes all those diseases, such
as fibrosis, silicosis, and pneumoconiosis.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: There is notbing in
the Bill to say s0. We do not want to pass
a Bill which will have no application to
some of the diseases existing in econnection
with the mining industry. I welcome the
measure as giving partial relicf to the men
now working in the industry. It should
have been introduced years ago if, vnder
the Mines Regulation Aet and its amend-
ments, the Minister had not power to ex-
clede from the mining indestry workers
affected with tuberenlosia. When a man is
found to be suffering from tuberculosis, he
is advised to go to the sanatorium, and
right up te the hour when he is leaving the
industry bhe is permitted to work with other
men underground, in spite of the fact that
he is known to be a menace to those around
him. No precautions whatever are taken;
yvet the Railway Department are fully alive
to the position by reason of the fact that
they provide special accommodation in the
train. I wish to know what it is proposed
to do in the direction of compensating those
who will thus be excluded, frow continving
to work in the mining industry. If nothing
is done for them a hardship will be created.
That question will have to be gone into with
a view to making compensation available,
We have a Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, but
with the money at its dispesal, it is doing
all it possibly ean in the direction of reliev-
ing distress that is cansed by the disease.
The Minister should give us some informa-
tion as to what it is proposed to do in this
direction.

The Minister for Mines: The matter will
be fully disenssed on Clavse 8. There is
no need to deal with the subject now, and
again a little later on.

Mr. LUTEY: There can be very little
objection to (lause 4, but there is no doubt
that the objection to an examination hasg
been the fear that proper provision might
not be made for dependants.

The Minister for Mines: That too will be
dealt with fully when we come to Clause 8.

[ASSEMBLY }

Mr, MARSHALL : The Minister antici-
pates the smooth working of the measure.
The (‘hamber of Mines lodged a strong
objection to tlis Bill when it was first intro-
duced. T fear there will be more trouble
over the examinations of the men than the
Minister thinks, because the Chamber of
Mines has an objection to losing experienced
men irrespeetive of the faet that they may
be almost dead. These men are still valu-
able to the mining industry, more so than
young and more vigorous men who have not
the same experience, A miner who realises
that he is dve for compensation under
another ¢lause will not besitate, in view of
his fajling health, to take advantage of
Clavse 4. T know mine managers who will
do anything to evade the provisions of a
clause such as this, inasmuch as they know
that those men who are suffering from
miner's phthisis, will ultimately be taken
away from the voration in which they have
had experience and where they have proved
a valuable asset. I hope the Minister will
not eaforce the measure too rapidly after
it has been passed. If he does so he will
rob the miving industry of 50 per cent. of
its workers, and in using those figures I do
not think T am exaggerating.

The Minister for Mines:
nongense.

AMr. MARSHALL: Even in the electorate
I represent, and where the discase is not so
bad, I can pick them ount.

The Minister for Mines: More like five
per cent.

Mr. MARSHALL: There are many more
miners suffering from miner’s disease than
the Minister thinks. On the Murchizon
there have been cases of discase contracted
elsewhere. I know of onc who possessed a
certificate to say that he was all right and
whe, 18 months later, died in the Wooroloo
Sanatorium. TIf the Minister had seen this
individual when he first appeared on the
scene, he would have been bound to declare
him to be alt right. T once knew a mine
manager who, on being acquainted with the
fact that a workman had been killed under-
ground, in a place which ought to have been
timbered, made the statement that human
life was cheaper than timber. Fortunately
we have very few such men. I am only
quoting that case to show the callousness
of some people. Men suffering from phthisis
are so numerous that one becomes aceus-
tomed to seeing them and waiting for tho
day when they will be taken either to
Wooroloo or to the cemetery. Suhclanse 2
provides that any person employed on a
mine and who fails to submit himself for
medical examination ghall be guilty of an
offenve the penalty for which ig £50,

Mr. Heron: I don’t think we necd fear
that that ¢lause will be harshly used.

Mr, MARSHALL: PFrom my 2@ years’
experience in the mining industry I know
that mine managers will take exception to
that clause and will do their utmost through
its medium to evade their responsibility.

That is pure
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The Minister for Mines: (lause 5 deals
with that and throws the responsibility on
the employer.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister will find
that there will be more trouble than he an-
ticipates in eonnection with the administra-
tion of the measure. 1 lLope, liowever, he is
right.

Mr. MCLLANY: T cannof nnderstand the
objections raised@ by the member for Mur-
chison to the clanse. The hon. memler
thought that if the provisions of the claure
were alplied suddenly, the effect wounld be to
dislocate the industry and that in counse-
quence the mine managers would offer
strong objections to it. This clause is vital
to the Bill. It is the first step towards find-
ing out the true position, The responsibility
for the wages of the men will be east upon
the employer. We are all interested in the
question of eompensation, hut can discuss it
when we come to if.

Clause put and passed.
Clanges 5, G—agreed to,
{lause 7—XReports:

Mr. MUNSIE: TUnder the proposed new
clause the Minister provides for publicity to
be given on the register to the names of per-
sons found to be infeeted by miner’s phthisis,
but by this eluuse he prohibits the disclosure
of such names. The two proposals are, there-
fore, contrailictory.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The
clanses in question deal with two entirely
different phases of the matter. Clanse 7
deals with every aspect of the medical exam-
ination and the names of the persous con-
cerned are not te ke diselosed. The proposed
new clause provides merely for the keeping
of a register of those who after examination
have had te be permanently excluded from
the wines because of T.B., and with respeet
to whom the duty devolved upon the Mines
Department of finding them other cmploy-
ment. To-day @ register is kept of thosc
who reveive relief under the Mine Workers’
Relicf Fund. The secret register giving the
results of the medical examination will be
open only té the offieials.

Clause put and passed.

Clause —Employment of miners suffering
from tuberculdsis may be prahibited:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Bill
provides for the eramination of all men cn-
gaged in our mines. This is being (done as
mueh for their own sakes as for  others.
There are stages in dust lodgment where a
man ean live a healthy and vigorous life if
he is removed from the danger of immediate
infeetion, If such a man once contracts
T.B., which is a definite discase, and is com-
municakle to athers, his e¢hances of living are
nil, should one of his lungs have been scri-
ously injured by dust lodgment and become
affected. The T.B. germ floats about almost
everywhere, According to the condition of
the tissues of the person he will throw it uoff
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ot rctain it. There is no such thing as con-
sumption in the family, There is oiten a
hereditary weakness of the lung tissucs, and
when the T.B. germ lodges in the weak tissues
it makes progress.  Underground, in badly
ventilated awd dark plaees, is where the T.B.
gerin makis most pregress, and where a
healthy man, not too seriously affected by
dngt ladgment, may vontract the disease. Dr,
Lanza, who has been loaned by the United
Siates Govermment to the Commonwealth,
spent about five years investigating 1,000
cases, e made an exhaustive examination in-
to the conditious appertaining to the workers
in the Butte mine, which is recogniserll as one
of the worst mines for miner's phthisis in
America. Engaged on that mine are so
many toreigners that amongst them seven or
cight different Janguages are spoken. Crowds
are huddled together there in slums of the
worst type. The living conditions are sait-
able for the a;read of the T.B. germ., The
result of the these investigations disproves
the statemeut of the member for Murchison
that an exawmination of the men engaged in
our mines would show that 50 per cent. of
them would come under Clanse 8. The ex-
amination was not erely a medical one,
The X-ray was used and longs were tesled,
and all the econditions nnder which the men
worked ¥were gone into.  Ventilation was

inquired into, and the econdition of the
atmesphere, anil the nature of the rock
was analysed. Inquiries were also made
into the conditions under which the
men  lived  and  the food they ate.

Thus he was able to state definitely what
progress tubereunlosis had made in ccrtain
conditions. This propesed reform is likely
to be even more beneficial to the mine owners
than to the miners themselves, bieausp i6
will provide a more highly cfficient labour
than can be given to-day; for under existing
conditiong the harder a man works the sorver
does he go under to phthisis. Of the numher
examined by Dr. Lonza, 42.4 per eent. were
found to be suffering from some form of
what he ecalls miner’s lconsumption, what
we call phthisis. But of that pereentage
only 3 per cent. would come under Clause 8
ag suffering frem tuberculosis. Others were
gsuffering from dust loedgment which, of
course, renders them prone to the attacks of
the germ. In the early satages of miner’s
phthisiz there werc 194 affeeted Of that
number ounly seven, or 3.6 per cent., had
teberculosis. Of the moderately advanred
thero were 128, of whom only eight, or 6.3
per cent., had tuberculosis. Of 110 far
advanced in miner’s phthisis, 48, or 13.3 per
cent., were suffering from tuberculosis; defi-
nitely. proving that as dust lodgment pro-
ceeded with tuberculosis, the patient became
more prone to the attacks of the germ. Con-
ditions will not he found to be as bad in our
mines ag in the mines where this examination
wag made. I uanderstand that a number of
men who were not able to get the neceseary
certificate for empleyment in South Afrcan
mines came aver to Western Anstralia and,



2690

because we have only a medical examination
of tho Tungs, they were able to go to work
in our mines, although definitely excluded
from the South African mines. When we et
this new system operating. we shall be uble
to close out all those men.  Tn the meantime,
all T want is te bave an examination wade
of all the men in our mines. We will
schedule eertuin districts, and In those dis-
tricts schodule certain mines, and in those
mines seledule certain parts; beeause some
parts even of n nore or less bad mine are
everything that eowld be expeeted, and men
conld safely work there =0 lomg as they are
not s menace to their fellnow workers. |
have two or three amendments to move, the
firat of which is to Subelause 1. T move—

That the following bhe added to Subelanse

1:—‘or part of 2 mine to which this

section applies,*?

Mr, LUTEY: As the Minister pointed out,
those sufferiiy frow miner's phthisis in an
wmbvanced stage ought to be exeluded from
working underground. Decause of that, T
think we ought to add nfter the word ‘ tuber-
culosis,’? in line 3, the words ‘‘or advaneed
stage of mimer's phthisia.’’ W'nese people,
even though not tuberevlar, cught to be ex-
eluded from working underground and al-
lowed to work about the surface, Provision
tor such eaces should be made in the elause.
Men who have been actually paid compen-
sation in South Africa have come here and
been allowed to work in our mines. That
ought not to be.

Mr. CHESSON: This clause is the whole
erux of the Bill. It prohibits tubcreular wen
from working in the mines, and at the s
time gives them the right of appeal, [ do
not4think that right will e availed of, for no
tubercular paticnt secks publicity. Siliensis
pre-disposes the lungs to tuberewlosiy, sn sili-
cosie patients working in a mine are in grave
danger of picking up the germ. TFibrosis
causes a fibrous state in the lungs and is
capable of becoming very dangerous. Prie-
tically all the rock choppers working in the
Bydney sewers died from fibrogis. Ventila-
tion is the all-important requirement. In a
coal mine the quantity of air te be ciroulated
through each working facc is provided rfor.
In a gold mine it iz defined as an adeguate
supply. In the South African mines not less
than 30 feet is stipulated and provision is
there made to remove the fumes [rom the
mines. The presenco of fumes renders the
lungs susceptible to disease. Tf the Act were
amended to enforce proper ventilation and
sanitation, our miners would be much more
healthy. One of thn difficulties of the indes-
try is to get young men to go into the mines,
Their unwillingnesa to do so is dne to the
bad conditions. Ip the SBouth African mines,
humidity is also dealt with, but this ¢indition
exists only where there is a searcity of air
cireulating through the mine. Neo sueh pro
vision is made 1n our minez. In some mines
the jet is used, but in South Afriea {he hollaw
dritl is used, and that ahates the dnst nuis-
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Thig elausge is realiy the cvrux of tho
Rill. 1t provides for pulling men out of the
mines. When wen are teken out of the
mines, provision should be made te eompen-
sate them. Yet it is proposed to rerap these
imen without providing for the maintenanco
of the men and their dependants. Tho
mining industry has done much for Western
Australia, and if it eannot b2 areamged for
the mines to provide £or the men whose henlth
has broken down through working in the in-
dustry, provision shoutd be made out of
Conzolidated Revenue.

Mrs, Cowan: If yon get ‘his Biil theough,
you will get bettes ventilation in the mines.

Mr. CHESSON: If the eowpanies had to
compensate the men who are stricken doewn,
they wonld hr mere eareful to see that the
mines were properly ventilafed. South Afrien
makes ample provision for its stricken miners.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: The term *‘‘miner’a
i hthisis'” does not cover the rdiscuses known s
fihrosis, silicosis and tubereniosis T have had
conversations  with  Dr.  Mitehell and Dr.
Cumpston and have read the reports of the
juvestigations in Western Australia in 1911

anee,

and in Beadigo in 1906, These authorities
gay that the term ‘‘miner’s phthisis®' is
meaningless.  The Minister said the Bill

would provide for the cxclusion from the
mines of men suffering from fibrosis, silicosis
and tubereulosis,

The Minister for Mines: T did not.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: That was the Min-
ister’s reply te my nuestion as to the mean-
ing of the term,

The Minister for
anything of the sort.

Mines: T did not say

[Mr. Stubbs teok the Chair.|

Mr. CUNNINCGHAM: The one word to
employ in this Bill jis ‘‘pneumoconiosis’’
whitlh covers fibrosis, silicosis, tuberculosis,
and other lung discases arising from an op-
pressive or detrimental atmosphere in the
mines, I would like to move to delete ‘¢ tuber-
culosis’? and insert ‘‘pnenmoconigsis,’’

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept the
hon. member’s amendment unless the Minister
temporarily withdraws hia amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T have no
ohjection to doing that if the hon. member
is anxious about it, but T do not think mem-
bers representing wmining constituencies are
willing to adopt his suggestion. If we do so,
we shall have no chance of getting the mens-
ure on the statute book. Our aim is te ob-
tain data regording the condition of the men
cmployed in the industry.

Mr. Cunoingham: We have had two Royal
Commissions,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
want Rayal Commissions; T want actval work
done and this is the way to get it dene. Weo
are providing that all men in the industry
shall undergo medical examination from time
to time., No Royal Commission is required for
that. The examination will enable us to
yrocure definite data,
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Mr. Cunningham: You have power under
the old Aet to do that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
worrying about the old Act. If men are sef-
fering from any of the disenses covered by
miner’s phthisis or pnewmoconiosis, irrespec-
tive of the term employed im the Bill, the
examination will diselose it

Mr. Cunningham: Disclose it for what pur-
pose?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I told the
Housz on the second reading, and I told
the miners’ representatives in Kalgoorlie as
well as the mine managers, that I was setting
out to get a compulsory examination merely
to obtain data. All our Reyal Commissions
and every one else have declared most em-
phatically that the first essestial was to re-
move from the mines men guffering from tub-
erculosis. I am making provision for mine
owners to give the men an opportunity to be
cxamined and, if a man is definitely suffer-
ing from tuberculosis, he shall not work un-
derground. Having done that, we ghall not
stop there. We shall eventually reach tha
stage reached in South Africa of clearing up
miners’ phthisis, which embraces fibrasis, gili-
cogis and pneumoconiosis. Therefore, I do
not wish to introduce at this stzge something
which may jeopardise the commencement of
work which will prove quite as effective as if
we started on the basis suggested by the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie. We should not put in some-

thing that is unworkable, because we
cannot at the present stage undertake
the respomsibility of withdrawing from

the mines all the men who are suffer-
ing from fibrosis and silicosis. But if
we vemoved the men who are suffering
from tubercnlosis, we would give those other
men a chance of going on for a time. Later
I shall move to introduce compensation, and
also preference of employment, the Govern-
ment undertaking to find other work for the
men who are displaced. Im certain directions,
such as sewerage and drainage work, the
officers of the Public Works Department will
take a man with mining experience every
time in preference te anybody else.  'When
the opponents to this measure understand the
benefits to be derived from it, they will read-
ily agrec to further steps being takem. If I
were working for my daily bread at manual
Iabour, and was rearing a family, I would not
go to the goldfields. I would rather erack
stones on the road for a living than go there.
If I did go most of my family would enter
the industry, and would eventually lose their
lives through it. Nearly all my brothers died
of miner’s complaint. To-day mine owners
are suffering from the faet that they eannot
induee young men to go into the mines, If
we could clean wp this business, and show
the value of the scheme, young men could go
into our mines and find the occupation a
pleasant one. Subject to being able to avoid
dust lodgment on the lungs and T.B. there
is no class of work 1 would prefer to that
of mining underground. It is the diseases
that have followed in its train that have
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causad all the trouble. It is a duty devole-
ing upon us to take out of the mines
men who are in an advanced stage of miner’s
phthisis.

Mr. Cunningham: T agree with you.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am work-
ing up to what the kon. member is aiming at,
but he wants to swallow the whole loaf, and
in so doing will choke himgelf. This is too
important a subjeet to play with. I have
letters in my office whieh I am circulating
through the departments, from men in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder asking me for work. They
are able to do a good day’s work at present,
but are getting very short-winded, and sooner
or later will pick up the dreaded germ.

Mr, Cunnpingham: And I want to help
them,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we took
out of the mines every man who was suffer-
ing from dust Jodgment sud gave him com-
pensation our expenditure wounld be increased
by £500,000 a year. By the means proposed
under this Bill we shall obtain such data a8
will enable us to ascertain whether the con-
ditions mentioned by the member for Cue ex-
ist or not, and by which we shall be able to
prevent the lodgment of dust on the lungs.
We want to build up on a solid basis and not
make nerial and ineffective flights. To-day
too many people are lukewarm upon the whole
question.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Only now has the
Minister awakened to the true Tneaning of
the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: I would wait a
long time for yon to teach me.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: He gave a wrong
reply in the first ease to my question.

The Minister for Mines: You do not know
what you are talking about.

The CHAIRMAN: TIf I understand aright,
the guestion before the House ia not the ore
now being discussed by the hor. member, It
is to insert certain words, and he must keep
to the matter before the Chair.

Mr., CUNNINGHAM: I want to move an
amendment to atrike out the word ‘‘tuber-
eulesia’! in line 3.’

The CHATRMAN: You cannot do that. It
is the duty of the Chairman to assist any
member in his desire to improve a Bill, but
I cannot depart from the Standing Orders.
Unless the Minister for Mines will withdraw
his amenédment. I eannot accept any other.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
under no misapprehension in regard to the
meaning of the word ‘‘tubereulosia.’’ The
clause is intended to apply only to T.B. cases.
I have kmown that all along. In the circum-
stanees, however I am prepared to withdraw

my amendment.

Amendment by leava withdrawn.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM: T move an amend-
ment—

That in Subelagse 1 line 3 the word
‘!tuberculosis’’ be struck cut and ‘fpneun-
moconiosis’’ inserted in len.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T have a
good mind to allow the hon. mewnber to gain
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bis end. He will have to answer for it in Kai-
goorlie. The clause enly provides for action
being taken in the event of a person being
found to be.suffering from T.B. and it com-
pulsorily removes him from the particuiar
mine in which in has been engaged. If the
hon. member’s amendmdnt is carried, every
perion who is found to he suffering in the
sifghtest degree———

‘AMr. (moningham: No; it will not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES. He said the
word would c¢over ail forms of mirer’s com
plaint, :

Mr. Cunhingham: You know that a certain
definition will be taken,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Until we
get further data T.B. eaves would be taken
out only, because they are a menace to the
rest, but men suffering from dust lodginent,
whith i3 not a communicable disease, wounld
uiider the amendment alse have to come out.
It was only on the assurance that T.B. eases
would be taken out of the mines that the Bill
was accepted. Tt was thenm only that I agreed
to pay compensation to the men suffering
from T.B,, not so much for their own sakes,
but becavse they would have been withdrawn
from their oecupation in the intercsts of the
other men working in the industry.

Mr. TEESDALE: Both the Minister and
the memher for Kalgoorlie arc most earpest
in their desires to do what they can for the
unfortunate men affected. It is a pity there-
fore to see the hon. member and the Minister
so hostile towards each other. The Minister
says the amendment is likely to nullify the
whole of his scheme. An impasse appears to
have been reached, in which care the situation
must be taken in hand by the Committee,

Mr. LUTEY: T do not know why the hon.
member ‘should think the member for Kal-
goorlie and the Minister are hostile to cach
other. They are hoth out to do the beat they
can for the men. We have had power of ex-

amination for many years past, and could.

have made regulations exclading affected men
from the minea. T agres that it is better to
have it definitety stated in the Bill. But the
Bill contemplates only tubercalar patients. We
require to go further and take out from tho
mines all who are saffering from an advanced
stage of miners' phthisis

Mr. Teesdnle: Do not let us lose the
whole by asking too much.

Mr. LUTEY: We should have a wider
seope thian is afforded by the ward °‘tuber-
culosis,’” T hope the Committee will agree to
the amendment to strike out that word ard in-
sert other words,

Mr. PICKERING: A lot of misunderstand-
ing har arisen beeause of the Title, which
alludes to nothing more than winer’s phthisis.
The miners have offered aome ohjection to the
Bill, but thev will appreciate the big step
taken by the Bill towards amelioration of ex-
isting conditions. The Minister says that if
the amendment he carried the Bill will not be
acceptable to the miners. The ameadment
siggested by the Minister will remove in large
measure any objection which the mine owners
have to the Bill. WWe cannot afford to com-
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pentate all the affected men in the induatry,
fur it would mean too large o sum. For-
tunately the TBill provides for the em-
ylayment of phthisical men on the sur-
face, which ie a Dhig advontage. I do
not pretend to any great kunowledge of
the industry, but I e¢laim that the
Country Party has just as much interest in
the prosperity of mining as of any other
industry., The Committee will be well
advised to agree to the Bill in the shape in
which the Minister wants it, rejecting the
amendment of the member for Kalgoorlie.
If we can remove all tubercular patients
from the mine, it will relieve from very
great danger the phthisical miners.

Mr. CHESSON: I sopport the amendment.
Once a man is tubercular it is too late to do
anything for Ivim. All that can be done i3
to put him out of the mine for the sake of
the others working there. But if we pull
out a man when he is merely ‘“dusted,’’ we are
doing something for him and his family.
Sueh a man left in a mine i3 liable to pick
up the tubercle at any time. If he be re-
moved from underground bhefore be gets the
tubercle, he can get wholesome employment
on the surface, thus obviating the necessity
for compensation.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The Minister said
the amendment would wmean the exelu-
sion from the mines of all men slightly
affected with dust. That is not g0, for
fibrosis and silicosis would not come under
the term pnewmoconiosis,

'Fhe Minister for Mines:
term embrace everything?

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: Therefore the
amendment will punit all the affected men
out of a mine.

Mr, CONNINGHAM: Whoever the ap-
pointed medicsl practitioners may be, they
are not going to exclude from the mines
men who are only slightly affected, Such
men will be notified of their condition and
given a chance to get out of the industry.
I am uot prepared to wait until a man be-
comes tuberenlar, because I know that once
the germ gets into the lung of an affected
miner, it is good-bye. I do mot want him
to reach that stage, and for that purpose I
want the Committee to help me. The mem-
ber for Sussex pointed out that if wc tried
to compensate all men exeluded from the
mining industry because of disease, the sum
would be so large that we could not possibly
raige it. What an admission that the miring
industry is slaughtering our workers! To-
day we are paving for the mistakes of the
past. The Minister has now agreed to
introduce a scheme of compensation for men
extladed from the mining industry. This
measure is for the benefit of men in the
industry who are affected with discase but
who, 9n view of their pecuniary position,
cannot get out of the industry. T have had
endless applications from miners anxious to
ohtain other employment; but the onrly work
offering elsewhere was land elearing, which
is not an occupation for o man whose lungs

Does not the
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are half-fillcd with Jdust. However, let us
get the men out into the sur and the fresh
air, and then they will recuperate. There
are’ times when one must come to the rescue
of a man who cannot help himself. Why
did the miners show hostility to this Bill
when the Minister went to Kalgoorlie? Be-
causge of the sbsence of rompensation. Now
that compensation is promised, let vs do all
we can to get the men afiected with disease
out of the mndustry, Let us give those men
a chance to live.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—
Ayes 14
Noes 23
Majority against 9
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Hughes
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lutey
Mr. Corboy Mr, Marshall
Mr, Cunningham Mr. McCallum
Mr. Gibson Mr. Muntie
Mr. Heron Mr., Wilson
Mr. Hickmolt Mr. O'Loghlen
(Teller.)
Nors.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Carter Mr, Pickering
Mrs., Cowsan Mr. Piesee
‘Mr. Denton ! Mr. Richardson
Mr. Durack Mr. Sampson
Mr. George Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Harrlson Mr, J, H. Smith
Alr. Johumston Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Latham Mr, J. Thomson
Mr, H. K. Maley M:, Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany
Sir James Mitchell (Teller)

Awmendment thus negatived.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T move an
amendment—
That the following be added to Snb-
clause 1;—:or part of the mine to whirh
this section applies.’’

Mr. CHESSOX : Does this provide for
pulling out the wen whoe happen to be
affevted, and, at the same time, does it make
no prosasion for the elosing of a portien of
a mine in which tubereulosis is known to
exist, nntil such time as that portion has
heen Tumigated and declared safe for work-
ing?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This has
nothing to do with closing part of a mine.
It only provides that a persen suffering
from tubereulosis shall not work in or about
any part of the mine to which this provision
applies. If any part of a mine gave cvidence
of the presence of tuberculosis germs, we

- shounld have to take action at once to fumi-
wate that part and elean it up. When we
diseover a man suffering from tuberculosis,
he must leave the mine, or at least mnst
not work where he will be a danger to any-
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one else. Under the Mines Regulation Act
we have power already to clean up any part
of a mine found to be dangerous from any
cause, ineluding the presence of tuberculosis
germs,

Amendment put and passed.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I move a
further amendment—

That in Bubelause 2, line 2, after
“mine”" there be inserted ‘‘or part of
the mine to which this seetion applies.’?

Mr. MUNSIE: What has the Minister in
mind when he says that there are portions
of 2 mine in which it is not detrimental for
a man suffering from tuberculosis to work?
According to my knowledge of the mines
on the Golden Mile, a man who is suffering
from tuberculosis, and who has been in-
structed as to the precautions needful o
prevent his spreading the disease, might
perhaps be employed us a watchman; hut
I ¢ammot conceive of any other employment
for such a man in connection with a mine,
either on the surface or underground.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He should not be
there at all.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:The word-
ing of the clanse is ail-embracing, becaunse it
provides that no persen affected shall work
on, in or akout a mine. The contention is
that there are pluess about a mine where it
would net he dangerovs for sweh a wmanto
work. A wan might he working on a hrace
or sand dump.

Mr, Heron: A samd dump would not he
too good for him.
Mr, Marshall;

on it.

The MINISTER POR MINES: There
may be parts witere a man might work for
a time, The istriet wonld be seheduled and
then the wmines, though perhaps not all at
anee, and then parts of a mine, Some of the
mines in the crowded centres would he em-
braced as a whole, ot whatever was done
would be done on the advice of the medical
staff,

My, MARSHALL: I sce no objection to
the Minister’s suggestion, but would peint
ont that Murchison miners who ultimately
went to the sanatorium sere prevented by
the R.M.O. from working in the vicinity of
1 mine.  One man was oftered a good job on
a tieatment plant, bhnt was debarred by the
dector from tuking it.

You do net look too had

Amendmert put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES:
an amendment—

That the following subelause be added:
f4(7) This section shall apply only within
such distriets and to sneh mines or parts
of wines as are declared from time to time
by the Governor hy Orderan-Council pub-
lished in the ‘Gazette.” ??

I move
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It will not be practicable to apply the Act
to the whole of the mining districts at once.
The districts will be brought under the Aect
as we obtain the necessary assistance,

Mr. CHESBON: If the Act applies to only
one district, what is to prevent an affected
man from moving to another district? Surely
the Act should apply te the whole of the
mining areas.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
nmember {8 concerned lest a Kalgoorlie man,
discovered to be suffering from tubereulosis,
may be prevented from working there be-
cause of it being the only schednled distriet,
and may move to another district, The
Mines Regulation Act prohibits the employ-
ment of & man known to be suffering from
tnberenlosis. The mine owner would be noti-
fied anl he, as well as the employee, would
be liable for a breach of the Aet,

Amendment put and passed; the clausc, as
amended, agreed to.

(lause 9—agreed to.
New elanse—Compensation:
The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 move—

That the following Le added to stand as
Clanse 8: ‘(1) It shall be the duty of
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, Incor-
porated, to keep a rvegister, and on applhi-
cation by any person employed on, im, or
about a mine at the commencement of this
Act, and whose employment is prohibited
under Section 8 of this Act, to insert the
name of such person in such register. (2)
Any person whose employment is pro-
hibited as aforesaid, and whose name is
registered in the register to be kept by
the Minec Workers’ Relief Fund, Incor-
porated, shall have ths right to receive
from the Department of Mines compensa-
tion, equal to the ruling rate of pay in
the distriet in which he is employed at
the time of such prohibition for the class
of work in which he was engaged, until
other suitable employment is found for
and offered to him by the Department of
Mines, (3) If suoitable work is found fer
and offered to any person euntitled to com-
pensation under this section, and is Te-
fuged by him, the right of such person to
receive compensation under this seetion
ghall thereupon eense, and his name shall
be removed from the register. (4) If any
question shall arise todching the right of
any person fo bhave his name placed or re-
tained on the register, or his right to re-
ceive compensation hereunder, the guestion
shall be referred by the Minister to a
warden, whose decision shall be final. (5)
For the purposes of this seetion suitable
employment’ shall mean (a) Work on, in,
or about a mine, or part of a mine not
declared under section eight to be a mine,
or part of a mine to which such section
applies, (b} Sueh other work as the Prin-
cipal Medical Officer may certify to be suit-
able employment for the person to whom
it is offered.’’

[ASSEMBLY.)

I have proviled for the register to be kept
by the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, Incorpor-
ated, because it will aveid duplication and
that body has undertaken to do it, so long
a3 the eompensation to be paid is found by
the Mines Department. No expense cther
than the actual compensation will devolve
upon the Mines Department. A person ex-
cluded fromn working vnder Clause 8 must
apply to he registered and, from the time he
ecases work until we find him other suitable
ciployment, he must obtain the ruling rate
of wage for his class of work in the distriet.
T o not amticipate that the monetary com-
pensation will he great, because in almest
every ¢ase the men will be fit to do other
work. By the time we commence to apply
the Aet, | hope to have organised certain
work which will he available to men with-
drawn from the mines. The greatest number
we would have to provide for would be about
six in A month. T shall consult with the
medical ataff as to suifable work for indi-
vidual men,

Mr. CHESSON: T am ju aceord with the
principle of compensation, but T am afraid
Subelanse 2 would not appiy te the Murchison
miners. In my opinion the register should he
kept by the Mines Department—at all events
in places outside Walgoorlie—rather than by
the Mine Worker’s Relief Fund.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The sub-
clanse may work some hardship, but it will
be some time before we reach the Murchison.
T will ascertain if it is necessary to make
some proviso that in certain distriets a per-
son may register direet with the Mines De-
partment.

Mr. MARSHALL: The mining registrar
would be more closely in touch with the ad-
ministeation of the Aet than would the offie-
ials of the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund. I
should like to see preference of employment
given to the miners who are the subject of
this Bill,

The Premier: We must get them at work
as soon as possible.

The Minister for Mines: They will get fulk
pay unless we find them work.

Mr, MARSHALL: It will cost the Gov-
ernment a great deal to get rid of T.B. from
onr mining industry.

The Minister for Mines: I think not.

AMr. MARSHALL: This discase is mainly
fue to rising in mines. The Minister should
as far as possible prevent the use of those
metheds in mining which ¢an be abolighed,
without great expense or inconvenience, but
which are adopted because it is cheaper to
du so than to employ other methods,

Mr. MUNSIE: T take it the register will
be for only those who are found to be suffer-
ing from T.B.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Ay, MUXNSIE: Who will be responsible for
notifying the Mine Workers’ Relief Fundf?

The Minister for Mines: The man himself.

Mr. MUNSIE: That may not be satisfae-
tory. The Minister should arrange for this
responsibility being attached to the medieal
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offiver making the examination, Tt was tacitly
apreed that every man employed on a mine
had to show a clean bill of health before he
conld get employment or conld receive as-
sistance from the Mine Workers’ Relief
Fund. When an attempt was made to cn-
foree this, the mine owners objected and have
uot vet come into line. They do not en-
deavour to ascertain whether a man has a
elean bill of health or not before employing
him,

The Minister
that they do.

Mr. MUNSIE: This was not so in connce-
tion with o young returned soldier, who after
paying into the fund for some time, found
he could not get assistance through the fund
at the time when he had to go to the Woor-
oloo sanateriom. His money, however, was
returned to him.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: When a
man is medically examined, he is not notified
of the result by the medical officer, but this
is sent on to the Minister, who takes the
uecessary action.  If the man is debarred
from working any longer in the industry he
is.notified and referred to the Mine Workers'
Relief Fund for his compensation. The re-
gistration is then effected. Some men max
not require to be registered, but may prefer
to seck work elsewhere. We do not pay com-
pensation wnless the men agree to take work
where we can find it for them. If they are
nat prepared to take it, they cease to get com-
pensation. T do not think there is any
danager in the position at all. Men shonld
be suofficiently interested in . their own
welfare to register, but shme men will not
do it. .

Mr, LUTEY: The measure may be alt
right if i is sympathetically administered.
But f‘suitable work®'' may be snitable from
the health point of view, and yet not suitable
for & man suffering from miner’s phthisis—
shifting sand, for instanee. A man coming
from underground and suffering from phthisis
will not be able to maintain the pace set on
such work., Will that phase of the question
be recognised? A proper method of appeal
should be provided. Regard must be paid
to the akility of the person to do what is
considered healthy work. Manuat work is up
to such a piteh now that only strong men
ecan perform it. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I realise
the need for svmpathetic administration of
the measure.  Subelause 2, however, provides
that the work shall be snitable for the par-
ticular man, not for any man in general
Eaeh case will have to be dealt with on its
merits. A sufferer from tuberculosis may he
in such a state of health as prevents him
from accepting the work offered him. Then,
under the next subelause the Minister refers
the matter to the warden, who will deal with
it and declare either that the man ought to
aceept the work or that he ought not, In
the latter case other work would have to be
found for the man by the department. The

for Mines: I am assured
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conditions are of a nature conferring as
complete protection as can be given.

Mr. MUNSIE: Subelause 3 deals with for-
feiture of compensation in the event of work
being refused. It provides that the name of
a man who refuses suitable work shall be re-
moved from the register. I want to know
whether the use of the word ‘fretained’’ in
Subelause 4 implies a right of appeal on the
ground that the man is of opinion that the
work offered is not suitable for him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ta the ab-
sence of any other legal adviser, I may
gay that the Government can ¢ense to pav
compensation only by removing the man's
name from the register, and that he can ap-
peal to the warden to have his name re-
tained. That is to say, the man ean appeal
against the removal of his nmame from the
register.

Mr. MUNSTE: Subelanse 4 containg the
words ‘‘name placed or retained on the
register,”’ and ‘‘right to reccive compensa-
tion.’” Why are those words included? The
previous subelause says that if the man re-
fuses snitable work, he forfeits compensa-
tion. Certainly he should have a right of ap-
peal agninst the removal of his name. How-
ever, I am content to accept the Minister’s
assurance on the peint; and if afterwards it
turns out that the position is otherwise, the
matter will have to be reviewed here again,

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES: I will not
ask the hon, member to accept my assurance on
the point. T will obtain the opinion of the
Selieitor General, who dArafted the clause, as
to the legal position.

Mr. MARSHALL: Does Subclause 4 im-
ply that the vietim of Subelause 3 is entitled
to offer a defenee in person, or will the Min-
izter merely receive a report from the seere-
tary of the relief fund stating that a eertain
individual has objected to the remaoval of his
name from the register? Will such n gqacs.
tion be treated in the same way as an ordin-
ary case in a warden’s court, the individual
concerned having the right to state hia c¢ase
to the warden?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The an-
swer to the hon. member’s questions is that
in sueh a case the warden must act, not as an
individual, but as a judicial officer sitting in
court. The person affected will certainly he
able to appear before the warden.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: With reference to
paragraph (b) of Subclause 5, the certifieate
as to employment being suitable for the por-
son te whom it is offered would denend verv
largely upon whether the wedical officer eor-
tifying has made a study of this particular
disense and thoroughly understands it. The
suitability of work would le largely a ques-
tion of the econstitution of the person to
whom it is offered. T would prefer that sueh
a certifieate should be obtained from the
medieal officer of the Woorcloe Sanatorinm,
whe is a speeialist in these discases, and het-
ter qualified than the Principal Medical Ofi-
cer to cecide what is suitable work.

The Minister for Mines: He may be.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: | consider that
he is. The Prineipal Medical Officer, while a
very smart man in health matters, has not
been in private praetice sinee March, 1911.
He hae not dealt with eases of the kiml now
vuder eonsideration in the same way as has
the doctor at Wooreloo Sanatorium. T re-
memher being in the Kalgoorlic hospital once
whken the doetor pointed out to me a man
leaving the institution and said, ‘T have had
that maun under ohservation continuously for
three months, and his condition is such that
I am afraid he will never work again.'' The
rame man, upon heing examined by a dector
without expericuee of these partienlar dis-
cases, might be c¢ertified as fit for work. So
it is neressary that the doctor should have
practical experience as well as gualifieations.

The Minister for Mines: Ta not Dr. Mit-
¢hell under the Principal Medieal Officer?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIXN: Yes, hut this
states definitely ‘' Principal Medical Officer.”’
I move an amendment—

That after *‘officer?’ in line 2 of para-
graph (b) of Subelanse 5 the words ‘‘of
the Wooroloo Sanatorium’ bhe inserted .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T agree
that probably nobody in the State is in a
hetter position to make a recommendation on
a matter of this kind than is the medieal offi-
cer at Wooroloo. But it is not usual to pro-
vide for a suhordinate officer in an Aet of
Parliament. The custom i3 to hand the auth-
ority to the oflicer in charge, who ia thus in
a position to delegate that anthority. The
hon. member ought to make his amendment
read ‘‘Principal Medieal Offieer or someone
deputed by him.’?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: That Dr. Mitchell
ia not the Principal Medreal Officer is merely
because he has specialised in one subject. It
is all very well to talk of appointing a
deputy, but the departmental system is that
the deputy shall be the next man in office.

The Minister for Mines: It could not
happen in this ease.

Hon. W. (. ANGWINXN: But it would hap-
pen. When we have an expert officer we
should appoint him te 2 position where his
rervieos will be valuablz to the State. When
2 man suffering from disease in its ecarly
ttages is taken out of a mine, it i3 necessary
that the officer who is to select suitable work
for him should he a man of praetieal experi-
enee, not merely a health man. I want to
sce the best man in the position.

The Minister for Mines: Well, make your
amendment read ‘‘or the resident medieal
officer.”’

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Yes, that would do.
T will withdraw my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘officer’’ in line 2 of para-
graph (b) of Subclause 5 the words ‘‘or
the resident medical officer of the Wooroloo
Sanatorium’’ be dinserted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put and passed ; the new
clause, as amended, ajreced to,

New clause:

The MIXNISTER FOR MINES: [ move—-

That the following new clanse he wilided:
Interpretation. 10, For the purposes of
this Aet, a person working under a tribute
agreement or other contract  shall be
deemed to be engaged in mining opera
tions within the meaning of this Act, and
any mine owner who is party te any sueh
tribute agrecement or contract shall he
dremed an employer of sueh person,

Hon. members will appreciate the import
ance of this provision,

New clanse put and passed,
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILI—~PERPETUAL TRUSTEES EXECU-
TORS AND AGENCY CO. (W.A)
LIMITED (PRIVATE).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 30th November,

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [8.25]: T will
oppose the Biil

The Premier: Surely not !

Mr. HUGHES : Does not the DPremiet
want money to put into imduostries, insteadl
of nourishing enterprises of this sort?

Mr. Marshall: Not now that he has the
Hospitals Bill through.

Mr. HUGHES: T oppose the Bill beeansc
in the first place the company is not re-
quired by the publie and, secondly, the Bill
is conferring a privilege on a seetion of the
community which should not bave thuat
privilege, If the Bill be earried, there will
be in the State only two corporations
allowed to act as exeentors and trustees.

Mr. Hickmott: T thought you people werc
opposed to monopelies,

Mr. HITGHES: That is why I am opposiug
the Bill.

Mr. Munsi¢c: We want the Government ta
compete ggainst the existing monopoly.

Mr. HUGHES : If thc hon. mcmber’s
political boss were not the chairman of thi:
company, the lon. member also would he
ojiposed to it. Tf there were public need fm
a company to earry on the business of
executorr—I believe there ig some virtue in
allowing a company to carry on that busi.
ness, so ay to secure perpetuity of suecession
aml the climination of the disabilities
arising from personal exceutors and trustees
—we have already the W.A. Trustee Com-
pany, which has given satisfaction to the
public for many vears, and the highest
possible satisfaction to its sharchelders.

The Minister for Mines: You do not he-
lieve in monapolics, do »ou?

Mr. HUGHES: If the monopoly be for
the publie good, yes. A public trustee
should he appointed and the Treasorer, in-
stend of levying a tax of 14, in ‘le poumd
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on the earnings of pewsboys to provide for
our bospitals, should take the profits which
would acerue from this business and in-
crease the revenue in that way.

The Premier: You voted for the Bill

Mr. HUGHES: I did not. The W.A.
Trustee, Executor and Agency Company,
Limited., has been able to meet all the
demands of the publie, It has never had
oceasion to turnm away any business owing
to inability to cope with it. Consequently
there is no public demand for the ereation
of another company. The existing company
is earrying on the business to the satisfae-
tien of the community. We have it on the
testimony of some of the reputable news-
papers of Perth that I am a deep-dyed
socialist.

The Minister for Mines: Did you say dis-
réputable papers?

Mr. HUGHES : XNo, reputable, because
they devote a lot of space to the Minister.
If there was & publie demand for this com-
Pany and it wasg prepared to earry out the
business at a reasonable profit and with
satisfaction to the public, T would be quite
satisfied, bt this Bill will permit another
eompany to come in and compete and in-
erease the existing charges. 1 have never
heard of any ‘serions complaints about the
manner in which the W.A, Company transact
their business,

Heon, W. C. Angwin: The eompany turned
a widow out of her honse two dayvs ago. She
eane to see me.  She does pot owe any
rent, either,

The Minister for Mines: Do vou expeet
the public to bring their complaints to yon?

Mr, HUGHER: The existing company has
been making enormous profits. There is an
interesting docnment prepared by Saw and
Grimwood of the Steck Exchange, Perth,
giving particulars of the varions execator
eompanies operating in Australia. The W.A.
Trustec Company’s shares of £2 10s. are
paid wp te 18s. and the last dividend
amounted to 21 per eent. on the paid up
capital. The market price of the shares is
£2 12s. Tt is not the public need that has
brought the new eompetitor into the field,
but the spoils whizh the W.A. Company has
heen making.

The Minister for Mines: Because it has
been able to charge verv high fecs, whereaa
eompetition witl bring them down.

Mr. MUGITES: The fees permitted to be
charzed by the mew company are the same
as are prescribed for the old eompany.

The Minister for Mines: They are the
maximum.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister knows that
the new company also will charge the maxi-
mum,

The AMinister for Mines: No.

Mre. HUGHES: T hope it will not.

The 3AMinister for Mines: Knowing these
people as T do, ther will probahly he prepared
te give a bonus for being allowed to do the
work.

Mr. HUGHES: And do as the directors
of the Fremantle weat company did—borrow
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the money from the Government. It is the
game game.

The Minister for Mines: I would mot call
it a game.

Mr. HUGHES: The shares of the W.A,
Campany are valued at £2 12s., representing
an inerease of 200 per cent. It has been
making handsome profits and now we have
another competitor in the field, attracted by
the spoils which have fallen to the old com-
pany. The competitor is desirons of sharing
in the rich profits.

Mr. Teesdale: These companies print their
rates, and it is optional whether you employ
them or not. You are not forced to employ
them.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know what the
hon. member is talking about. My seeond
objection to another company is that it will
duplicate tho machinery for carrying out a
certain scrvice which the existing company
can render. The public will have to man-
tain another set of directors, another man-
ager, another staff, and office accommodation.
There will be a duplication of this expense
right through, and no additional bnainess
will bo dealt with, because the present eom-
pauy ean deal with all the business offering
in Western Australia. We hear a lot of
talk about the drift to the city. When we
go to the Premicr and request the expenditure
of money in the eity, he replies, *You do not
want to live in the city, There are too many
people in the city already.”’ Yet he agrees
to the cstablishment of a company which will
ereate additional unnecessary employment n
the eity.

Mr, Mann: The new company may be
looking for an avditor.

Mr. HUGHES: If so, the hon. member’s
influenee will he snfficient to prevent me from
getting the job. We hear a lot about the
drift to the city and the need for directing
money in channels that will lead to the de-
velopment of our indnstries, Here is a fine
species of industry indecd, an industry which
undertakes to look after a man’s affairs after
death at such a profiteering rate that the
company can afford to pay the equivalent of
one-fifth of the subseribed capital hy way of
dividend in a single year. This ia a fino
industry indeed. This is an industry we are
asked to encourage in order to draw more
people to the city, which is a direet negation
of the Premier’s policy to get people out into
the eocuntry. Parlinment has established the
precedent of giving one company the right to
act as execufors, and now we are asked to
extend the privileze to another company.
What justice is there i Parliament saying
to a eertain seetion of men, ‘‘If yon form
vourselves into a company aad ledge £5,000
at the Treasury, we will give you the right
to do that which no other citizen is permitted
to do.’? Tf it is necessary to allow a cor-
poration to act as executors, why not cxtend
the richt to every corporation willing to put
up the £5,000 guarantee?
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Mr. Marshall:
monopoly of it?

Mr, HUGHES: Of course it is. Why not
amend the Companies Act? If it were shown
to be necessary to permit a corporation to
act as execotors, why do not the Government
bring down an amendment of the Companies
Ac¢t and extend the privilege to every cor-
poration willing to put up the £5,000 guaran-
tee? In order to aecquire the privilege of
acting as executors, all the company has to
do is to comply with certain conditions. If
any other company complied with the same
conditions twice over, it would not get the
privilege.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The company will
not put up the £5,000. It will put fhat money
into mortgages.

Mr. HUGHES: No doubt other people
would like to get a similar monopoly.

Mr. Money: Would you support such an
amendment to the Companies Act?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes; I would zllow any
corporation which complied with the eondi-
tions and lodged the necessary deposit to
enjoy the privilege.

Hon. W, C. Angwin. The company do not
fodge the deposit.

Mr. HUGHES: It bas to.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it has not.

Mr. HUGHES: Read the Bil), Tf Parlia-
ment is to be used to give one little eoterie
of men a privilege not extended to other
corporations, Parliament will be laying iigelf
open te the charge of looking after tho in-
terests of one small section of busincss men
in Perth. It is quite wrong to provide that
this company and the existing one shall he
permitted exelusively to ‘engage in this bnsi-
nesd. If there was any sense of justice in
the House, members would neot agree to the
proposal. Tf an amendment of the Cem-
panies Act were brought down preseribing
that any eorporation might cngage in this
business—

The Premier:
from this House,

Mr. HUGHES: How? JMembera are not
willing to pass this sort of legislation giving
& privilege to four or five men in the ecom-
munity. The proposal is so palpably unjust.

The Premier: The company pays for it.

Mr. Marshall: And bleeds the industries
of the State in return.

Mr. HUGHES: That is a fine statement
to come from the Premier. Becanse a com-
pany is willing to pay for it, we should pass
a Bill giving it an exclnsive privilege as
against other sections of the eommunity.

The Premier: The seleet committec said
the Bill should be eonsidered by the Fomse.

Mr, HUGHES: But the seleét committes
did not say that the Bill should be agreed to,

The Premier: It will be agreed to.

Mr. HUGHES: Possibly it will. The mem-
her for Perth (Mr. Mann) said there was
room for another company and that the man-
ager of [he W.A. Trusiee, Fxeeutor, and

Is that not making a

Anyone can get a eharter

[ABSEMBLY.]

Agency Company had said so. The manager
was questioned and answered as follows.—

So really what you want by this measure

is to duplicate the facilities of the publie

for putting their affairs in trust. Yon have

this Western Australian Trustee Company

but you think there is room for another?

—That is what thc promoters and siare-

holders think.

He did not think there was room for another
campany. However, I do not attach much im-
nortance to that. Naturally be weuld not, and
neither would anyonc else with any common-
renge. There i8 no room for nnother compuny.
£t is merely a duplication of an existing pub-
lic faeility. The only people demanding an-
other company arve the shareholders of the
new one.

The Minister for Minea: No, there was an-
other company suggested hefore these people
started.

Hon, W, G, Anpwin:
with it?

The Miniater for Mines:
the mop on them.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
mop on these fellows.

My, HUGHES: These fellows showed wia-
dom in getting a® their ebairman the high
““panjandram’’ of the Conntry Party. I com-
pliment them on their foresight and strategy.
There is a most extraordinary species of
finaneing springing uwp in Western Australia,
Compauics are arking the Government for aa-
sistance to enable them te ecarry on their
business. If the money which the Govern-
ment are going to allew to be put inte a
company that i3 not required, a sum of £31,
000, were diverted into useful industrier, it
would materially assist in their develapment.
There are two ot three industries lagging for
want of funds. Tf the moncy were available
to tide them over a certain period, they could
be made successful. The shareholders of the
meat works, some of whom arc shareholders
in this Trustee Company, have asked the Gov-
ernment to subsidise them although they have
capital invested in another company. I know
of the ecase of a company which induced the
Government to guarantee their overdraft while
they had uncalled capital of their own.

The Premier: Did you refer to this com-
pany?

Mr. HUGHES: No. The managing direc-
tor of the company is closely associated with
the Fremantle Meat Works Company. Those
shareholders have money in this company, but
are asking the Government for eapital with
which to carry on their other works, This
method of financing shows great ingennity
on the part of those who are adopting it.
People can float a company, put up some of
their money, and eall upon the Government
to supply the rest. If the venture is a sue-
cess, the Government are paid a nominal rate
of interest and get their money baek. If it
is a failure the Government lore their money.
They take the risk every time. Mr. Monger,
as the head of the Fremantle Meat Works,
has demanded money from the Premier with
which to support his company. He also has

Are they going on
These fellows put

Aand we will put the
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capital put up for this Trustee Company.
Why should he not invest thc money he is
putting into this useless ecompany in the Fre-
mantle Meat Works, instead of calling upon
the Government for assistance?

Mr, Pickering: He put in to the limit he
was permitted to de.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, HUGHES: A sum of £31,000 has al-
ready beenr subsecribed for the Trustee Com-
pany. The woollen mills, however, are mot
yot able to raise all the money they require.

The Premier: This is a free country. Peo-
ple can invest their money where they like,

Mr. HUGHES: It is not free to the work-
ing man.

The Minister for Worke: It is not too free
when men are not allowed to earn their own
living.

Mr. Angelo:  The people will baek any
horse they like. They will put their money
into what they consider is the best invest-
ment.

Mr. HUGHES: They back two or three
horses, When they want some chaff for the
animals they demand money fron: the Govern-
ment with which to buy it. This is the most
seandalous ramp ever brought hefore Parlia-
ment.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.

Mr. HUGHES: Probably the Minister
knows of a worse one. Take the Wavoena-
Lake Clifton railway, for instance.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! The hon. member
must speak to the Bill.

Mr., HUGHES: - If the £31,000 had been
invested in the woollen mills, they might have
been in operation by this time.

The Miniater for Mines: L agree with thut.

Mr. HUGHES: I hope the Minigter will
oppose the Bill so that this money can be
made available for that purpose.

The Minister for Mines: That might he
worth censidering,

Mr, HUGHES: T would advise the Min-
ister not to have woollen mills in his electo-
rate if he does not want to return to engine-
driving.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HCGHES: T hope the Houre will net
give thesc people privileges that are denied
to others, that it will tell them we do not

want industries in the eity, but that
money should be put into developmental
works, into something that will prove
more useful to the  State. The
policv of the Premier should be to

keep people out of the city, insteal of as-
sisting to create uscless works that will bring
them into the ecity. Tt has been stated that
competition hetween the two companies will
tend to a reduction in the rates. The days
of competition are gone. TFinanciers of to-
day do not enter into rninons competition one
with the other. The Bill provides for the
same rate of interest and the same charges
being levied by the new company as by the
existing company. There will bt no ecompe-
tition in ¢his direction, Our commercial men
have too much husiness acumen to think of
ruining each other by competition. There arce
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396 lines of foodstuffs on which the prices
have been fixed by the manufacturers. The
retailers have no voice in the price. Business
men have become too cute for competition
of that natuore. It is only the worker, who
is not so cute, who iudulges in ruinous com-
petition. I am safe in saying that this com-
pany will charge the full fees allowed by the
law. We shall, however, have competition in
regard to investments. The gambing instivet
will be introduced, and there will he greater
speculation with trust money. When there is
another company sharing in the business—
there will be no new business—competition
for gspeculative investments will be en-
gendered. In the report of the seleet com-
mittee we find the condemnation of the man-
ager of the cxisting eompany against specu-
lative investment, When the question of
competition between the two companies was
raised, with a view to showing that there
would be a race for better investments and
heiter returns to the legatees, he replied that
speculative investments were dangerous. He
j3 & man of experience. Invesimenfs are
limited by Statute. There are only certain
investments in which a trusiee can put money.

The Premier: They are very safc ones.

Mr. HUGHER: Of course. If another
company ia formed to share in the existing
husiness, it will be forced to stretch the law
in order to return a higher rate of interest,
and show that theirs is a better company than
the other. The security, however, will not
be s0 good.

Mr. Money: TUnder Clanse 7 the company
will be bound not to do that.

Mr. HUGHES: The manager of the ex-
isting company gave the following evidence
hefore the committee:—

T was not a lawyer, hut T started this
company and carried on to the best of my
knowledge in good faith, On one or two
oceasions I was imstrumental uwnwittingly
in ereating a breach of trust by taking up
contribntory mortgages, by acting in a
way wlrich it is here proposed should he
made legal.

The law did not permit this to be dome, hut
here we have a practieal man saying that he
iid it. He continues—

At the time T did wot know it was illegal,

but 1 had occasion to find out.

By actual ecases in the eourt?—XNo, but
by solicitors representing different estates
pointing it out to us, sometimes in a very
abrupt manner.

Had it not been for these solicitors, doubt-
less this gentleman would have gone on eal-
ing in eontributory mortgages, which are not
proper investments.

Mr. Money: That should not be done.

AMr. TUGHES: It is possible under this
Bill.

Mr. Angelo: You are wrong, Mr. Barker
was referring to Clause 29, which the seleet
committee recommended should be deleted.

Mr. HUGHES: But it has not yet been
deleted.
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Mr. Mann: When introducing the Bill I
assured the House I would ask leave to with-
draw that clause.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: We have to take the
Bill as it stands,

Mr. Angelo: Mr. Barker’s opposition was
only to that particular clause.

AMr. HUGHES: Even though a thing is
not legal, it can still be done. The member
for Bunbury has only to take the evidence
of a learned member of his own profession.
He treated it as tommy-rot when he said it
was being done every day. I have no doubt
the hon. member knows of many instances
in which the law is broken. Otherwise, it
would be a poor look-cut for the legal pro-
fossion.

The Premier: Yon are going to oppose the
Bill, are you!?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. Although these
people are to be given certain privileges, the
public are not heing protected. A sum of
£5,M1 only is to be deposited as a guarantee.
The. administyator™s hond will be for that
armoont, irrespective of the assets of this
particular company. This is a privilege
which would not be permitted in the case of
a private individual. There is another fea-
ture which T think the Bill shovld include.
In order to safeguard the public, there should
be a eclause making it compulsory for the
company to lodge annually its profit and loss
account and balance sheet at the office of the
Registrar of Companies. Then the publie,
the ether party, wiil have some little protec-
tion. If Parliament does grant a privilege
to the c¢hosen few, hy giving them a charter
unobtainable by other vitizens, T hope Parlia-
ment will preseribe some little measure of
protection for the community. T hope that in
retarn for this privilege Parliament will in-
sist that the company shall render an annual
statement of its affairs, such statement to be
available to the public. The other trustee
company has made handsome profits from
year to vear, bot nobody seems to have known
anything about it.

My, Pickering: You seem to know.

Mr. HUGHES: I learned recently. T
wonld not have known but for this BRill being
introduneed.

Mr. Teesdale: You know that the existing
company must file its balance sheet every year
with the Registrar of Companies,

AMy. HUGHES: Do the public see it?

Mr. Teesdale: It is printed in the *fWest
Anstralian,.*’

AMr. HUGHES: Extracts from it have been
printed in order to sell the shares in the new
company.

The Premier: They are all sold now.

Mr. ITVGHES: If they are all sold, it is an
extranmlinary thing that the principal share-
holders—who in fact are trying to sell—
should o te the trouble of printing state-
ments ghowing what a good investment the
shares  are.  The principal  shareholders
printed o little dodger showing what a eplen-
dil thing this new ventare was,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Mann: Have yon taken up sharest?

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member knows
that T am not a boodler. He knows that I
am not like those boodlers for whom he shows
s0 much consideration.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not say anything offensive,

Mr, Mann: I give you credit for having
ordinary common sense.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 give the hon. member
crudit for laving something more than com-
mon sense where a vcertain section of the
comniunity are concerned. Here is a speeial
privilege te he given to n few boodlers.

The Premier: You have =said that forty
times.

Mr. HUGHES: They are to be given a
special privilege,

The Premier: They would put o writ in to
vou te-moerrow, if they conld, for the words
You are uttering here to-night; and it would
sorve yon jolly well right, .

Mr. HUGHES; They ean put whatever
they kike into me. The Bill is nothing
less than an attempt to give a privilege
to a fow hoodlers, ¥cere we have support for
a Rill liko this intended to give these hoodlers
a privilege, and we cannnt even get justice
for a worker. We eannot get consideration
for the vase of a raibvay man who is entitled
te a pension under the Superamnuation Act.
Still, boodlers ¢can get privileges. That is the
statc to whieh the Parliament of Western
Australia has come.

The Promier: T do not know where we are
going.

Mr. HUGHES: Neither An T know., T look
forward to the day when we shail get a
change of (Government. 1'nless we do, God'
knows where we shall drift to!

The Premicr: We have drifted » long wav
in the last iew minutes.

Mr, HUGHES: And o the last few years,
too. The Premier knows that better than
anyona else.

The Premicer: T do not know where we shall
drift to if we have much of this sort of thing.

Ay, HUGHES: T ean tell the Premier
where we shall get to if we have a few more
vears of his administration; but he does not
want me to telt him.

Alr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
would do well to kevp to the Bill

AMr. HUGHES: Anyone who opposes this
little select coterie of hoodlers, anyone whe
opposes giving privileges to them

The Premier: You say von will not do
Justive to the boodlers. You do justice to
the people who have the largest number of
votes, Of corrss, evervhody ean do that.

Mr. Lutey: These jeople ean buy a lot of
support,

Mr. HUGHESR: RBome parties can do justice
to those who subserite lavge chegnes to their
eleetion funds,

My, SPEAKER: T think the hon. member
oA hetter keep to the Bill .

Me. Pickering: T think the hon. member
should withdraw that remark, T ask that the
remark be withdrawn.
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Mr. SPEAKER: What was the remark?

Mr. Pickering: The hon. member said that
members received cheques for their election
expenges.

Mr, SPEAEKER: The member for Sussex
takes exeeption to that remark. T will ask
the member for East Perth to withdraw it

Mr, HUGHES: I did not say anything of
the sort, I did not say that any member re-
ceived a cheque for his election expenses.

The Premier: You said cheques were paid
inte party funds.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Bussex
cannot take that remark to himself. The mem-
ber for East Perth may proceed.

Mr, HUGHES: I am sorry to disturb the
peace of the House on this question. If this
Bill passes the second reading—I hope it will
not—then I trust that in Committee a clause
will he inserted requiring these people to lodge
their profit and loss account and balance
sheet annually, so that the publie will be able
to sce just what is heing done. I was going
to speak on the guestion of contributory mort-
gages, but in view of what the Leader has
said I will leave the matter at that. T hope
the House will not allow itself to be used by
onc or two men, no matter what their power
in the land may be, to give those men priv-
ileges which are Qenied to the public. If we
want more corporations to act as executors,
let us amend the Companies Act and place
all the corporations on the same footing.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Wortham) [9.30]: T hopce the Houge will
agree to the Bili. T suppose the House will
not listen to a speeeh more favourable to the
passing of the Bill than the one we have just
heard, The hon. member opposes the estab-
lishnient of a sceond trustee company. Yet
he told the Houvsc that he would not oppose
a law whieh would allow of the establishment
of 40 trustee companiea.

Mr. Huches: Cerfainly,
on the same foofing,

The PREMIER: It is a little difficult to
follow that line of reasoning. The hon. mem-
ber, while oppesing the establishment of a
serond company beeause there is not room
for n second company, would permit the es-
tablishment of 40 companies. What is it
that the hon. member objeets to?

Mr. Hughes: Privilege.

The PREMTER: The hon. member says
that men who have money are boodlers, must
be boedlers.

Capt. Carter:

Tlace them all

What is a boodier?

Mr. Hughes: This particular lot of
boodlers are the best example one could get.
The PREMIER: This man who loves

freedom, this democrat, also asks, ** Why can-
not they be obliged to put their money into
woollen mills or meat works? Why should
they have the right to invest their nuyuey as
they please? Why should they have tho right
to put their wmoney into this company?'’
I #mn perfectly certain that the hon. member
would not agree to any Bill that would have
the result of giving the controel of capital to
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any man. T wonder what he wounld say if
we brought in a Bill providing that every-
body, before making an investment, should
apply to somebody in the Government service
for permissionf

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We might make it
compulsory that the deposit should be placed
with the Government.

The PREMIER: I am sure the member
for Fast Perth would not agree to sueh a
Bill. It is, of course, the custom to oppose
Bills of this kind. The present Bill was in-
troduced here, and then referred to a seleet
committee. Yees were collected. We have
agreed to consider the Bill. When we ae-
eepted the fees, we undertook to give fair
consideration to the mcasire.

Mr. Bughes: But vou did not undertake
to pnss it.

Tie PREMIER: No; but se far a3 [ am
concerned, I will do what L can to help fo-
wards passing the Bill. We have to give
fair consideration to it because we have ae-
cepted the fees. We shall get about two
guineas for the time that has been and will
be taken up in the disecussion of the mzasure
this evening,

Mr. Hughes: That is the only useful thing
I can see about the Bill.

The PREMIER: But it will cost far more
than two guineas to print the hon. member’s
speech; so we sghall lose by the transaction.
I was very plad when the Bill was intro-
duced, for the reason that I de not think it
right that there should ¢ only oue cownpany.
Tf this Bill is passed, the pesple will have a
choice.

Mr. Hughes: A limited cheice.

The PREMIER: The cxisting company
hag done excellent work for the public.

Mr. Hnghes: You think there should be n
choice, but you vant to limit it to two.

The PREMIER: No.

AMr. Hughes: Why don’t vou give them
all a fair chance?

The PREMIER: The existing company
has done good work, but there is no reason
at all why we should not have a seeond
company. Competition is good. There will
be competition when the sccond company is
established. In Sydney there are about 15
of these companies, and in Mclbourne thers
are many. If trustec companics render
services at reasonable cost—and we limit
their eharges—then I think we ecan con-
scnt to the formatiou of this company. I do
not think the House will object to it for a
moment. We have the one company, which
bas served the purpose up to now. DBut the
population is growing, and there is room for
two companics. I do not know that we need
spend much time in discussing the measure.
Of course it is for mewmbers fo say whether
the Bill shall become law or not. Those who
favour the formation of another company
will vote for the seeond reading, and those
who are opposed to the formation of another
company will vote against the second read-
ing, I do not expeet that everyone will agree
with the Bill. Tt wounld be unreasonable to
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su) pose that we ¢onld all agrec on any sub-
jeet., but we can at least give the measore
ealm and reasonable consideration. There is
no ground at all for suppesing that the pub-
lic will not be well served by this second
cumpany, and by the people who will be the
directors after the formation of the second
company. I hope that the company will be
formed, and that it will last a very long
time, There will be changes. My friend who
has just sat down may in the course of a few
vears become chairman of directors of the
cempany. There is no reason at all why he
should not. T hope to see him in that posi-
tion after the lapse of a few years. He will
then see that the company dees its work
cheaply and well. He will see that the fees
charged by the company are as low
as possible, I can quite imagine the five
per cent. becoming one per cent. when my
friend is in charge., It is a fact, of conrse,
that the shares can he taken up by any per-
gon. It is also n faet that anybody who be-
comes a shareholder may beeome a dircetor.
I hope the Housc realises that when we al-
lowed the Bill to be intreduced, we did so
with the intention that it shounld have fair
consideration. It is not usual for companies
to come to Parliament. TUsually they are not
obliged to do so. Howcver, this company is
compelled to come to Parliament for auth-
ority.

Mr. Hughes: The company could not
earry on without coming to FParliament.

The PREMIER: The company must ob-
tain authority from Parliament, in that re-
sicct heing different from other companies.
Wo have an opportunity of saying whether
this company is necessary and likely to prove
satisfactory. That is all we have to con-
sider. I beligve that the company is neces-
sary, and that it will eonduoet its business in
an eminently satisfactory manner.

Mr. Lutey: Why not run it yourself, and
get the profit?

The PREMIER: I am not going to deal
with State trading to-night.

Mr. Hughes: If yon had some of the
anticipated profit you conld take that penny
in the pound off the workers.

The PREMTER: And if we were to get
some of the losses which may be sustained,
we should be worse off than ever.

Mr. Hughes: The men who are going to
run this company will not make losses; they
are too clever.

The PREMIER: Why shonld those who
have put their money into this enterprise
be abused by hon. members? When the
member for East Perth has been here a little
time he will begin to realize that it is wise
to encourage people to show enterprise. I
keow, of covrse, he does not mean half of
what he says. Many members who have
disrussed this company with me approve
fully of the Bill. T cannot vwnderstand why
any member should disapprove of it. I bope
the House will pass the second reading.

AMr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.17]: The
member for Mt. Magnet gave us a clear and
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logical speech, and now we have had from
the member for East Perth an interesting
dissertation on monopolies. In faet the hon.
member poses as an advocate of monopolics.
The W,A, Trustee Company have been oper
ating for many years, and have done excel
lent work,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: And some pretty
had work,

Mr. PICKERING : Naturally they have
not been able to give complete satisfaction
to everybody. In any case, there ought te
be a choive between companies of this
deseription. 1f there were three or fon:
companies wanting to start operations, ]
aheuld support them all. The member fur
Mt. Magnet based his oppesition to the Bili
mainly on the necessity for creating a Staic
trusteeship. Ie instanced that in England
such a dej artment has proved very snccess
ful. But in Kngland there are hundreds ol
trustee com) anies doing well, so there is nc
veason why, if at any time this State de
sired to set up a trusteeship, it should not
do so despite the existente of two private
companies. I cannot understand exceptior
heing taken to the formation of this eom
pany. A select vommittee bas dealt witl
the Bill and recommended it to the House
There is in the Bill only one clavse to whiel
any exception can be taken, and the membe:
in charge of the measure hag assured us tha
it will be removed. I am convinced tha
this new company, having secured as if
manager Mr, Joues, the late secretary of the
W.A. Trustee Company, will be starting ik
operations under the most favourabl
angpices. Moreover, a legal firm has beer
engaged by the company, so it is not likel:
that any mistakes will bhe made on that sid
of the business. Tt has often been said tha
a man who has himse¢lf for lawyer has ;
fool for a client. The instance given b;
the member for East Perth affords proof o
the necessity that the company should b
alive to the danger of taking undue risks
One of the arguments used by the membe
for East Perth was that it iz wrong t
divert money from any other source o
trading to a frustee company. In my vies
it onght to be left to the investors and th
people generally to say where their mone
shall be placed. As to the Fremantle Mea
Works, the number of shares which any on
shareholder ean take is strietly limited.
am convinced that the directors of tha
concern have taken up the full aumber o
shares to which thev are entitled.

Mr. Marshalli: Did the Government tak
up more shares than they were entitled to

Mr. PICKERING: The assistance give
to that company by the Government was i
the shape of z loan. That eompany has don
a very great deal this scason to help th
sheep breeders, enabling them to make
profit where a loss had bheen threatened,
am confident that nothing hnt general sati:
faction will result from the operatioms ¢
this Terpetual Trostee Company., Wh;
then, should we refuse authority to the con
paay and sn maintain a monopoly for th
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older organisation? The House should view
these matters impartially. It is the general
desire of the people of the city that the
company should be given an opportunity
to establish its buasiness in Perth,

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.23]: I sup-
port the Bill, nonithstanding the coutention
of the member for East Perth that it will
give a set of boodlers another monopoly.

Hon, W, €, Angwin: No member of the
House holding shares in the company is en-
titled to vote on the Bill.

Mr. ANGELO: I am not a sharcholder of
the company, although if I had the money
to invest T certainly would take shares in it.
Let me tell the member for East Perth that
the boodlers to whom he contemptuonsiy re-
fers number between 400 and 500, They
are not monied persons, for the shares have
been applied for in small lots. The hon.
member gave the company a fine testimonial
when he said the men who are going to run
it will not make losses, that they are too
clever. That is what the people who will be
doing business with the company require,
namely, that their affairs shall be conducted
by persons too clever to make losses, It is
said that this company is going to secure a
lot of money by excessive charges rendered
possible by their having a monopoly. The
last Administration Act Amendment Aet
empowered private executors and truatees
to charge 5 per cent. This company is limit-
ing its charge to 214 per cent.

Hon. W, . Angwin: And 5 per cent. on
income,

Mr. ANGELO: Tt is asking only the 2%
per cent., one-half of what private trustees
«<an charge. Clause 21 is an excellent safe-
guard for the public. Although the author-
ised capital is £250,000, the company is issu-
ing only 150,000 shares, and it can %eall up
only 8s. per share, Consequently it is creating
a reserve fund of 12s. a share, which is a
fine safeguard for those deing husiness with
the company. We have heen asked whether
this company is necessary. Let me quote
one or two answers given by Mr. E, S. Bar-
ker, the manager of the W.A. Trustee Com-
pany, beforc the select commitiee. Mr, Bar-
ker was asked, ‘‘What was the population of
Western Australia when your company was
formed?’’ The reply he gave was, ‘At the
outside (0,000.”7 Now we have nearly six
times that number in Western Australia and
we still have the one ecompany. The next
question and answer were, ‘‘How many trus
tee companies are there in Victoria?—T think
there are nine. There are in all 19 or 20 in
Australia.’’ Yet we have only one in West-
ern Australia. I am in favour of a public
trustes, but I consider there is room for not
only a publie trustee but also these com-
panies. Judging by the way the State has
grown in population, there is roomn for twa
or three of these companies as well as a pub-
lie trugtee. These companies do excellent
work; they lend money at a fair and reason-
zble rate of imterest and assist people to
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build homes and business premises. [ am
glad the company has been formed.  The

directorate is composed of men who have
proved themselves to be good, successful
buginess men, and I am certain the opera-
tions of the company will be conducted to its
own good, to the good of those who will do
businesa with it, and to the good of Western
Australia.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [02.32]: T
support the Bill. I was greatly surpriscd to
hear the remarks which have fallen from tho
members of the Opposition. It is astonishing
that so many of them shovld wish to continue
a monopoly. It will be a very good thing
for the community to have the Perpetual
Trustee Company established, as it will afford
great assistance to mauny people. There are
people, who will not deal with the other com-
rany, waiting now te put their noney into
this company, and why should not ther be
considered? The directors of the W.A. Com-
pany do not object to the establishment of
this company. They realise that tlere may
he some competition in the matter of eflici-
ency, but efficiency in the administration of
the business affairs of such® large numbers
of people can only be highly advantageons.
I am not opposed to the appointment of 2
publiec trustee, hut T am a little surprised
that members of the Opposition who listened
to the remarks of their Leader last year
should think such a departmnent conld he of
any great eficacy. We have only two
forms of trusteeship of a public kind, and
one of them is the lunacy trusteeship,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: This is a lunacy
trusteeship, too.

Mrs. COWAN: If for that reason only,
I should have expected the Opposition to
support this Bill, because it would have pre-
vented what happened in a ease which evoked
such strictures from the Leader of the Op-
position, strietures with which I entirely
agreed. That was a ease of which we all
know, and it was anything bhut satisfaetory.
It was not conducive to encouraging the pub-
lic to entrust their buginess to State adminis-
tration.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: That will net apply
to this Biil.

Mrs, COWAN: I do not say that it will,
byt members have advocated a public trustee
instead of this company or with it. Let
them have a public trusteeship hy all means.
But it surprised me to hear that advoeated
from the Opposition after having heard the
very strong remarks against the publie man-
agement of the affairs of certain lunaties.
I agreed with those remarks at the time, and
I still agree with them. T supported the action
to bave justice done in the ease of that in-
dividual, and my support would have bheen
forthcoming this session had not illness pre-
vented me from being in my place. It bas
heen sdid that this company is going to take
people from the country, We need not
worry about that contention. There are
plenty of people who ean be cmployed by
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this company, and it seems to me they will
come from the town and will asgist people
ir the zouutry to take vare of the tremend-
ous amount of money our primary producers
arc supposed to make. L am uof sure that
they wake so much money; they may held
the value in Jand and not in eush, but it
they have the eash, they will in future have
two trusteeships from which te choose the
nmore efficvient to take charge of their affairs,
I sholl support the sccond reading.

Mr, LUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [9.35]:
The member for West Perth east doubt on
the eflicieney of public trusteeship. The pul-
Ie trustee system has been suecessful in the
Lastern States, in New Zeuland and in the
M Country, aml as a result of it, a large
amunt ot profit has aceened to those voun-
tries.

Mrs. Cowan:
it to be eilicient.

Mr. LUTEY: It the Stute umlertook this
husiness, i woulil certuinly he profitable.

Capt. {arter:  How many companies are
there in Quecnsland?

Mr, LUTEY: I do not know, bat I helieve
the publie trustecship thers has heen very
satisfactory.

Capt. Carter: There are four companies,

Mr, LUTEY: 1 oppose the Bill beeause,
it auy additional Ffacilities for the transac-
tion of such business :are required lere, the
State should provide them. In New South
\Wales last vear the total value of cstates helil
was £2,431,000, and in Queeusland, £1,464,000,
and the business proved very profitable, West-
ern Australin s languishing for want of
funds, and here the Governmeut have an op-
portnnity to undertake profitable business.

Alrs, Cowan: Will you be ro ready to al-
vocate a Government trustee after the ovi-
denee 1 have referred to?

Hon. W. C. Angwin;
that.

Mr. LUTEY: The member for West Perth
said there were people waiting for the Per-
petual Oompany to he formed in order to in-
vest their money.

Homn, W. C. Angwin: It is all very well for
the member for West Perth to abuse a man
after his death,

Mr, LUTEY: The remarks of the member
for West Perth indicate ihat these people are
not satisfied with the existing company, and
are anxious for the astablishment of addi-
tional facilitiea, Here, then, is an oppor-
tunity for the State to step in and engage in
pwofitable businers. The Government, instead
of hringing down a Hospitals Bill and tax-
ing propde who are below the bread line,
shoulld seize this opportunity to gather in re-
venee at veiy little expense. The Govorn-
meat Lave the machinery at hand: very httie
orusanisation wounld be required, and the busi-
ne-x would prove as profitable here as it has
been i Qremsland, New Zealand and parti-
enlarly in the Old Country, where it haa given
entire eatisfaction, I oppose the Bill, be-
eruss | oeonsiller the Government are failing

The companies wonll help

L can tell you about
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in their duty in not crcating a public trustee
here.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} 19.40]: Western Australia has a
very small population and it is fruitless to
make comparisons with a country like Eng-
Tand in regard to trustee companies. On one
oveasion 1 heard a gentlemua refer to a trad-
ing company in this State amd another in
England as beiny in the ratio of a flea to an
clepliant when the relative populations were
considered, A public trusteeship has been ad-
vocated, net only by members of the Labour
Purty tmt hy men in public positions and
legal men. The proposal has been brought
before the publie on several veeasions and has
roceived approval,  1f we permit another
private compnny to start operations now while
our population i mnall, its vested interests
will become so great that we +hall he build-
ingg up gtrong opposition azainst the day when
we inangurate a pulilic trusteeship. We can-
not fairly contrast the mumher of companies
in this State and the other Htates where the
population is much Iarger,  Those who are
desirous of baving their fands proteeted by a
puhlie trustee umder the tiovernment will not
have an opportunitr to avail themselves of
those facilities, be-anse private eompanics
have come into existeree, atul to start a pub-
lic trusteeship may not he a payable pro-
position. T repret that the momber for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) referred te the publie
trustee in conmection with the Lunacy De-
partment.  Unfortunately, that official had
died prior te the charge heing laid against
him.

Mrs, Cownn:
ninistration, .

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: The hon member
dd.  The official had been dead a eonsider-
ahle time before any inguiry was made. |
had an opportunity to leok inte that question
and I have grave doubts whether that official
was lax in his administration.

Mrs. Cowan: T never said so. T waa point-
ing out what a member on your sife said. It
came from the Leader of the Oppesition,

THon. W. €, AXNGWIN: Certain pro-
positions were put forward but could not he
sifted, hecpuse the official had died. T doubt
very much whether there was any laxity at
all. However, that is mo reason  why
a public trusteeship should not be success-
ful. This is a private Bill of the
usnal  kind  to allow this  company
{o varry on. One clause strikes me particn-
larly, the clause coataining reference tn
whnt the member for Hast Perth (Mr.
Hughes) called the deposit. T cannot see
why this company should not e compelled,
in the interests of those who put their pro-
perty into its hands, to pay the deposit into
the Treasury, as many other companies have
to . An insorance company s to depusit with
the Treasurer a certain sum ap Whish the
Treasurer has to pay 4 per vent. But in this
instance the money may be left in the bank
on fixed deposit, lent out on mortgage, or
invested in Treasury honds or in any other

1 il not refer to any ad-
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form of which the Treasurer approves. [t
should he embhodied in an Act of Parliament.
This company should be placed in a position
sin ilar to that oecupied by other compauies
in the State. The woney should be at the
isposal of the (olonial Treasurer at the
sa ne rate of interest as is found in other
instznees. The .larcholders of this rumpany
know that it is a profitable venture. The
remark of the Minister for Mines should he
sufficient, if nothing else was required, to
warrant members in rejeeting this Bill
Another company eame into existenee to
carry on this class of work, just prior tu
the formation of the Perpetual Trusiee Com-
prany. If what the Minister said is correet,
that this new company suceessfully squashe 1
the other, members could serve it in the
same way by throwing out the Bill.

Mr, Mann: That is not ecorreet. Tha
Minjster said he did not blame the directors
of this company.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Apparently share-
holders eonnected with the other company
were not so infinential as these shareholders
are. They had not the same pull or power
over certain institutions that these people
have. The other company had its prospectus
advertised in the Press, and [ believe it
was brought inte being in conjunction with
a huilding societv in William-street. If
this new company adopted unfair methods
to wipe out the other company, that would
be suffigient justification for us to oppose
the second reading of this Bill.

Mr, Mann: But tbat is not correct.

The Minister for Works: There is room
for hoth companies,

Mr. Mann: The other comuany is still
going on. )

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T would prefer a
publie trustee.

Ar. Angelo: There ig room for him too,

Hon, W. ¢C. ANGWIN: Our population is
too small for many organisations of this
sort.

The Minister for Works: The first com-
pany started 30 years ago, and has done 2
fremendous amount of good.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Both good and
harm, Yesterday a widow came to me to
agk whether 1 could help her, She kept a
boarding house in order to maintain her
children. She owed £11 to the company.
She went down to pay it, but the man at the
oflice could not accept it. Hhe was then
summoned, and her rent has now bheen put
up to £3 a week., Very few rompanies have
any soul,

The Minister for Works:
old saying.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: Yes. The company
objected to this woman keeping a hoarding-
house, but she had tewuted the plave for
many vears, There are always two sides fo
a questien, hut T know hers only. T hope in
Committee we shall be able to amend the
Bill to provide for the deposit heing placed
in the Treasurv, and 1in other directions
which I will outline when the time comes.

You know the
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| notice there is a limitation with respect to
the calling up of the share capital.

Mr. Mann: Is not that a good thing?

Hon, W, (&, ANGWIN: That may Le sa,
It is not intemled to eall up more than s
per £1 share, ar unless there is a winding
up of the compuay.

Alr, Mann: That improves the pesitivw.

Mr. Augelo: [t crcates a reserve of 12 a
share.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: It shows whot a
profitable venture it is, and supports the
argument of members on this suide of the
[fouse in favour of a public trustee. Profils
on an undertaking of this sort could be uscd
by the State for carrying ou various State
affaire. If we had a public trustee, and the
profits accruing from the office, there might
be no nceessity for a hospital tax, or tor
tke State to find compensation for miners
suffering from phthisis. There are masy
directions in which such money could beo
utilised, sueh as in the direction of reducing
taxes to our citizens. This is not a State
trading concern, but one for the protcction
of the public. There is no better protection
than Government protection. The Bill jtself
shows there is no neeessity for the company
to call up more than 8s, per share, and
proves that the Government weuld not re-
quire much in the way of funds to earry on
the business. The Goavernment are missing
a golden opportunity by neglecting this
avenue of profit. Their policy, however, iy
ia to hand thesc opportunitics over to others,
tather than make an effort to decrease the
taxation upon the people,

Mr, MARSHALL (Murehison) [9.32]: [
am opposed to the second reading of the Bill.
:I‘heru has been no great public demand for
it. The Government are going to put into
the peckets of n few money which might Le
used for the development of the country, and
_for reducing the taxation upon those who can
ili afford to pay it. Aembers argue that it
18 a good thing to see private cnterrise
growing. | agrece with thar principle, [
kuve no desire to stampede thie ohjective of
those who wish to launch out in enterprises,
nov dle T object to their utilising the capital
they have for the development of our socound-
ary industries. Of late years Govermments
of Australia have been anything lul patriotic
in the legislation they have brought rorward.
They have always studied the interests of the
private individoal instead of the State, In-
dividuals who proclaim their patriotism fron
the lousetops, who are never shurt of a little
flay tu wave, or cease to eall upsn the Cloy-
erument to essist them in so dving. alwaws
Place their own interests ahead of those of
the State for their own private gain. Tf thig
Rill had been one for the establishment of a
trading econeern, onc could have understood
the oppreition of the Goverrinent to the viows
expresserl by members on this side of the
Youse, but it is not a teading conecern, that
of a public trusteeship, in the true sense of
the word, Tf it were so, the Tmporial (Gov.
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ernment woull have set us the example.
There is a public trustee in England.

Mrs. Cowan: We have one too.

The SPEAKER: Hon members are labour-
ing this trusteeship too much. The Bill docs
not deal with it. I do not mind a reference
to it.

Mr. MARSHALL: I wish to stress wmy
opposition to the Bill, and to show how pre-
fitable a public trusteeship would he to the
State. I cammot do that if yon rnle me out
of order.

The SPEAKER: T have uo desire to re-
strict the hon. member,

Mr. MARSHALL: The public trustceship
in England yields to the Governmment milliona
of pounds per annum, and this money is used
to alleviate the burdem upon the taxpayers.
Members of the ¢ross benches, win never loge
an opportunity of appealing to the Govern-
meunt for money for roadmaking, new rail-
ways, cheap freights, and other forms of
asgigtance, should, if they were patriotic,
throw out this Bill with a view to the crea-
tion of a public trusteeship, from which
sueh great benefits would acerue to the State.
The member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)
argues that it does not matter how many of
these companies are in existence. 1 would
point out that the more we have the greater
will be the opposition to the Government
whieh desires to introduce the prineiple of a
publie trustee.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Mhair.j

Mrs. Cowan: Has that been so elsewhere?

Mr, MARSHALL: Positively. Wz have
it in respect to our State trading eoncerns.
The financial institutions of the country are
doing their best to destroy that which lahour
built up. Any trustee eompanies which are
formed in this State will amalgamate, and
will become so powerful that the Government
will be unable to enter into competition with
them. It behoves us to take such action as
will permit of the establishment of a trustee-
ship in due course, so that the Government
may be in a position to relieve the taxpayers
of some of the obligations which they are
continuzlly piling upon them. Several Bills
have come before us this session which will
greatly tetard the development of the
country. I refer to the Licensing Act
Amendment Bill and to other registration
Bills, which mean forther demands upon our
stroggling primary producers. Those who
profess to directly represent the primary
producers in this House, invariably support
legislation that will ensure profits and
prosperity to the farmers who kve in St.
George's-terrace.  The member for Leeder-
ville (Capt. Carter}, in the course qf an
eloguent speech delivered by way of inter.
jection, referred to Queensland. T will tell
the hon. member exactly what Queensland
has donme. The figures of the property
handled by the Queensland Publie Trustee-
ship are £1,444,8528. Queensland has that
enormous sum of money at its disposal, not
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for profit maling, but for ussisting the
development of the country.

Capt, Carter: I want to kiiow how much
the other two companies have,

Mr. MARSHALL: Since 1919 the profits
realised by the Queensland Public Trustec-
ship have amounted to £8,453. That sum
represents acteal profits. The Queensland
Public Trusteeship has at its disposal 114
millions sterling to lend to the people of the
State for the development of their industries.

Mrs. Cowan: To put into private enter-
prise?

Mr. MARSHALL: Private enterprise
hag a keen desire to draw money from the
Government. To the Fremantle meat works
the Government lent money to pay interest
due to the State. That is the attitude of
people who oppose State enterprise in any
shape or form, who say, ‘‘Leave private en-
terprise to us; we are the masters of private
enterprise; there is no demand of the publie
which we c¢annot supply.’”’ But hardly are
theyr on the path to construction of their
enterprise, than they appeal to the taxpayers
of the country te put in more money than
they themselves, the mastera of private
enterprise, are prepared to put in.

Capt. Carter: Wil you Jook up those
figurez about the private companies?

Mrs. Cowan: How can you work a publie
trusteeship without private enterprise?

Mr. MARSHALL: It would take a
Philadelphia lawyer to follow the argument
of the member for West Perth. Tn the whole
of the Commonwealth thére are only two
States which have not established s puoblic
trusteeship—Victoria and Western Awnstralia,

Capt. Carter: Viectoria does not stand for
monopoly, though,

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Leeder-
ville has never been known to talk anvthing
but nonsense. T'nfortunately he persista im
talking it. Even New Zealand, which, so far
as I ean recoilect, has never had a Labour
Government, poasesses a public trustee in op-
position to private enterprise. The member
for Mt. Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy), when
speaking on the sccond rveading of this Bl
some time ago, quoted elaborate fipures from
the reports of the New Zesnland Public Trus-
tee, which reports are in the Parliamentary
Library and are available to hon. members.
If the Government of this State miss the
present opportunity, and thereby create op-
position, they will be highly blameworthy.
The member for Perth (Mr. Mann) may
smile. This Bill, if passed, will take from
the people of this State profits to which they
are entitled. If the robbery of Western Aus-
tralian taxpayers is something to smile over,
let the member for Perth keep smiling.

Capt. Carter: What ahout boodlers?

Mr. MARSHALL: I have not used that
word. T have no desire to interfere with pri-
vate enterprizse. On the other hand, private
enterprise should have wno ¢hjection to the
State intervening in a funetion of this des-
eription. I oppose the Bil), firstly, because I
find no public demand for it other than the
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demand of the persons who are pgoing to
profit by it.

Mr. Mann: Why don’t you take some shares
in the company?

Mr. MARSHALL: When I have been as
successful in securing cash as the member for
Perth has been, I will consider the matter.
At present I am not able to take shares. The
pProperty held in trust by the New Zealand
Public Trustee in 1917 was valved at
£8,058,866. The people of New Zealand were
quick to note the advantages of their Publie
Trusteeship, and they readily took their buai-
ness to that concern. The Act i3 that
people generally have more faith in a
State institution of this kind, than they
have in an institution controlled by pri-
vate enterprise. It is astounding to note how
the funds of the New Zealand Public Trus-
tee rose almost by a million a year. In 13
vears the amount inereased from eight mil-
lions to thirteen millions. Such figures speak
for themselves. They make me feel that I
would not be dealing fairly with the tax-
payers of Western Australia if I supparted
this Bill, The total assets of the New Zea-
land Public Trustee at the 31st March, 1921,
exceeded 20 millions sterling. That is a fig-
ure well worth considering—20 millions of
money aceumulated in the office of the Public
Trustee of New Zealand, which country has
a Conservative Government, not a Labour Gov-
ernment. For the past four years the assets
of the New Zealand Public Trustee have
stood as follows:—1918, nine millions; 191,
10 millions; 1920, 11 millions; 1921, 13 mil-
lions. Reverting to the Bill, let me ask hon.
members whether they have any conception
of the amount of profit which the proposed
company will draw from the people of West-
ern Auvstralia? T doubt whether the member
for Perth (Mr. Mann}, who is fathering the
Bill, can, or will be fair enough, to say what
the estimated profits are.

The Minister for Mines: Go out and dis-
cuss it in the eorridor.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister for Mines
may do all his buosiness there, but I like to
do my business before the public eye. The
unrealised assets of the New Zealand Public
Trustee on the 31st March, 1922, stood at 21
millions odd, representing an increase of 114
millions over the figure of the preceding year.

The Minister for Mines: How much wounld
that be in German marks?

Mr. MARSHALL: T have not watched the
exchange closely enough to answer that ques-
tion. However, going back to something ap-
proaching seriousness, let me say that those
figures represent a big thing for New Zea-
land. Finance cannot be a subject of joking
here in view of our deficit, which has rigen
beyond six millions. In such circumstances
we cannot afford to throw away any oppor-
tunity of drawing into the Treasury funds
which may be used for the devolopment of
our industries. When we find that the New
Zealand Public Trustee has available for
utilisation in the development of the Dom-
inion such vast sums of money, the question
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of establishing a public trustee here is well
worth our consideration. Qur Government were
compelled only yesterday, or early this morn-
ing, to descend to the lowest rung of the lad-
der of taxation, by plseing an impost on our
newsboys in order te maintain our hospitals.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: This country cannot
afford to treat a question of finance as a jest.
We hear no longer the hue-and-ery of ‘‘Gone-
a-million Jack,’’ Neither do we hear such
a nickname as ‘‘Gone-five-millions’’ someone
else. The financial position of Waestern Aus-
tralia is such that our Government might well
treat a Bill of this kind with much more ger-
iousness, They might well consider whether
they should not ¢reate a publie trustes in
order to alleviate the position of our taxpay-
era. But I agree with the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) that if
the most eloguent speaker, not of the Com-
monwealth, but of the universe, came here
and opposed this Bill, he conld not prevent its
passage.

Mr. Angelo: That shows what a good meas-
ure it is.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Bill would pass,
ot because of its virtues, but because of the
Enﬂuence behind it, the influence demandin
its passage. There is no doubt about that,
The Bill must go through, That is why the
member for Perth ¢an smile. Let me remind
the members of the Country Party, who are
always professing to lock after the interests
of the primary producer, that here is an op-
portunity to comserve those interests. Let
those members bear in mind that all forms of
taxation eventually fall back on the primary
producers, who have to produce all the
wealth of the country, The profits which the
promoters of this Bill will derive from the
propased company will be put back on our
primary producers. When we find certain
members rising here and declaring themselves
the representatives of the primary producers,
we may well look down St. George’s-terrace
in the hope of seeing wheat and meat. While
we can find human meat there, we look in
vain for wheat. I am more than surprigsed
that members who profess to be looking after
the interests of the struggling farmer will
let a Bill of this kind go threugh and support
the Hospitals Bill, which taxes unfortunate
boys and girls receiving £1 per week. Those
members refuse the present opportunity of
gaining revenue by enforcing the establish-
ment of a public trusteeship. I need say no
more. The day ig fast approaching when the
taxpayers will take their revenge.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned ot 10.18 p.m.



